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Please enjoy the following articles while your editor of the 
WWF  News Update is convalescing.

The Footsteps of the 
Moravian Church  

by Pitts Evans  

published in The Morning Star Journal, Vol. 14-No. 4 

Part 3 

John Wesley and the Moravians 

In 1734, Moravian missionaries first set foot on the shores of the 
American colonies in Georgia. The following year a group of their 
co-workers found themselves 
on board ship crossing the 
Atlantic with two young 
Anglican missionaries 
named John and Charles 
Wesley. The passage was 
particularly difficult and at 
one point it appeared that 
the ship might go down in a 
storm. The young John 
Wesley took special note 
that the Moravians and their children showed no fear of death 
during the storm. The following account is taken from Wesley’s 
Journal entry of Sunday, January 25, 1736:

In the midst of the psalm wherewith their service began, the sea broke over, 
split the mainsail in pieces, covered the ship, and poured in between the 
decks, as if the great deep had already swallowed us up.  A terrible 
screaming began among the English. The Germans (Moravians) calmly 
sang on. I asked one of them afterward, "Were you not afraid?" He 
answered, "I thank God, no." I asked, "But were not your women and 
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children afraid?" He replied, mildly, "No; our women and children are not 
afraid to die."26 

This shipboard encounter with the faithful Moravians challenged 
John Wesley to examine his own personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. Upon arrival in Georgia he 
sought out the leading Moravian 
theologian, Bishop A.G. 
Spangenberg to discuss the matter 
further. Spangenberg asked Wesley if 
he knew for an absolute certainty 
that he was a born again child of 
God. The deeply challenged John 
Wesley told him he did; but the 
truth was that he had no such 
internal assurance. This conversation 
left Wesley to note in his Journal, “I 
went to America to convert the Indians; 
but oh! Who shall convert me?”27

After a very unsuccessful missionary trip to Georgia, John and 
Charles Wesley returned to England with many questions about 
their own relationships with Christ. They continued their 
association with the Moravian 
brothers and one of their leaders, 
Peter Boehler. In the following 
months, Boehler became quite 
intimate with the Wesleys and 
convinced them both of their need 
for a personal salvation experience. 
The brothers continued to be 
practicing Anglican Priests, while 
the Holy Spirit challenged them 
through the lives and theology of 
the Moravians.

On Wednesday, May 24, 1738 John Wesley attended a Moravian 
service at Aldersgate Street in London. He said that during this 
service his heart “was strangely warmed.” This warming of his heart 
in the Moravian service, resulted in his life becoming radically 
transformed into a flame of fire for his generation. Wesley later 
said the Aldersgate encounter was his personal salvation 
experience. John and Charles Wesley, as well as the great 
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evangelist George Whitefield, were all powerfully influenced by the 
Moravians. One writer opines, “It is not too much to say that what happened in 
that little meeting-house in Aldersgate Street on May 24, 1738 changed the political 
and religious destinies of English-speaking Protestantism.”28

The Moravians in North America 

As I mentioned above, Moravian missionaries first landed in Georgia in 
1734. They attempted unsuccessfully to establish a colony that could be 
used as a missionary base to American Indians and a place of safe refuge if 
they were ever forced to flee Europe. After failing to establish a colony in 
Georgia, a group of the Brethren settled on the estate of George 
Whitefield in Pennsylvania. They purchased 500 acres from Whitefield 
and established the town of Bethlehem in 1741. They also purchased 5000 
additional acres, including the Barony of Nazareth, from Whitefield’s manager. These two communities, 
Nazareth and Bethlehem became the first permanent Moravian settlements and missions bases in North 
America. Zinzendorf himself visited the Pennsylvania settlements in 1742 and unsuccessfully attempted to 
unite all German Christians, including the Amish and Lutherans with the Moravians.29

The European leadership of the Moravians met in London on Nov. 29, 1751 to consider the purchase of 
100,000 acres of land in North Carolina from John Carteret, the Earl of Granville. They sent word to 
Bethlehem of their decision to buy if suitable land could be found. Bishop Spangenberg led a survey / 
exploration party of six Brethren from Pennsylvania to North Carolina on September 18, 1752 to look for a 
suitable parcel of land. Between September of 1752 and January 13, 1753 they surveyed 98,985 acres of land 
in the colony of North Carolina. They returned to Bethlehem, PA with their recommendations in 
February of 1753. In August they purchased assorted tracts in the NC colony.30

The property they purchased from Lord Granville included land in and around the area now known as 
Winston-Salem, NC. The first town they established was Bethabara, followed by Bethania in the area now 

known as Wachovia. On February 14, 1765 
they began construction of what would 
eventually become the city of Salem. 
Salem grew steadily until it’s borders 
actually joined to the growing city of 
Winston. The two cities consolidated and 
became Winston-Salem.31

The Granville land purchase also included 
8773 acres within the borders of what is 
now Wilkes County, NC. This property 
contained a large section of what was to 
become the current city of Wilkesboro. 
The 8773 acres also included Moravian 
Falls, which is the mountain spot that first 
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came to my attention and sparked my interest in the 
Moravians. Soon after the purchase was complete, 
committed Christian missionaries arrived from 
Pennsylvania, Georgia and Europe with a desire to pray, 
live holy lives and evangelize the Indians.32

Zinzendorf Remarries 

Zinzendorf lost his first wife Erdmuth in 1756. The 
following year he married Anna 
Nischmann, who had formerly 
led the Single Sisters Choir in 
Bethlehem, PA. Members of his 
family and social rank recoiled at 
the idea of the marriage. 
Zinzendorf was accosted for the 
marriage to such a degree that he 
kept it semi-private for almost a 
year. The Count had again badly broken with his aristocratic contemporaries by 
marrying this American commoner.33

——————————————————————————————

26 John Wesley, Works of Wesley, Vol. I, pp. 21-22. 

27 Greenfield, pp. 31-33.  

28 Greenfield, p. 36. 

29 Moravian Church in America, www.moravian.org/history., p. 2. 

30 Dallas Vogler, The Moravians Come to North Carolina, (Online Paper, 2003), p.1. 

  31 Ibid. p.2. 

32 John Crouch, Historical Sketches of Wilkes County, (Online Paper, 1902) pp. 6. 

33 Gwinn, Britannica, Micro. Vol. 12., p. 922. 
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