
Jesus is the light of the world August 20, 2018

WWF News Update 
                                   Presence | Prophecy | Missions | Teaching 

Please enjoy the following articles while your editor of the 
WWF  News Update is convalescing.

The Footsteps of the 
Moravian Church  

by Pitts Evans  

published in The Morning Star Journal, Vol. 14-No. 4 

Part 2 

The Moravians Connect With Zinzendorf 
The Moravians were offered sanctuary from persecution by the 
young nobleman on his estate at Berthelsdorf, Saxony in 1722. 
There they established a community of devout Christian artisans 
and craftsmen, which became 
known as “Herrnhut.” The word 
“Herrnhut” means “under the 
Lord’s watch” or “on watch for the 
Lord.”15 The Moravian group was 
soon joined by the ragged, remnant 
followers of other reformers. Each 
group brought their own 
theological differences with them. 
Their only common ground was 
their love for Jesus Christ and the 
fact that they had all faced 
tremendous persecution for their 
beliefs.

The Count offered these religious refugees physical protection, a 
place to live and freedom to practice their devotion to God. He 
began to teach, organize and influence them according to his own 
Pietist Lutheran training and beliefs. The people were mostly 
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working tradesmen and the Count quickly provided the setting 
for them to resume working their crafts. This working fellowship 
of zealous followers of Christ, would come to typify the Moravian 
movement. Ultimately, Zinzendorf developed Herrnhut into the 
prototype for about 20 similar communities or settlements in 
Europe and America.Though Zinzendorf was generally 
recognized as the international leader of the Moravians from 1727 
until his death, he remained committed to the Lutheran Church 
and was actually ordained as an orthodox Lutheran pastor in 
1734.16

The Day the Holy Spirit Came to Herrnhut 

The very zealous Moravians had found a worthy leader in 
Zinzendorf. He was a man of serious devotion, fervent prayer, and 
was known for his commitment to radical holiness. In modern 
terminology, we would say that he had a tremendous hunger for 
God. The faithful believers enjoyed a respite from their centuries 
of persecution under his watchful eye. Collectively, the 
community of Herrnhut entered into what Zinzindorf termed 
“The Brotherly Covenant” on the 12th of May, 1727. They 
mutually pledged to dedicate their lives to the service of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to each other. The Moravians still adhere to the 

main points of this Brotherly 
Covenant up until our current 
day.17 They developed a 
powerful motto that all 
Christians would do well to 
follow, “In essentials, unity; in 
nonessentials, liberty; and in all 
things, love.”18

The formerly mismatched group 
had been growing more focused 
in prayer for several years. Now, 
they began to experience a new 
sense of unity. After entering 
into this “Brotherly Covenant” 
relationship with Jesus, 
Zinzindorf and each other, they 

continued to grow more cohesive. A powerful presence of the 
Holy Spirit descended on Herrnhut. They began to experience 
this remarkable outpouring of divine favor in the summer of 
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Sanctuary. Come for a time of 
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Prophetic Ministry is offered 
the first and second Tuesdays 
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Wednesday 

Wednesday Night Bible 
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We are in Joshua  
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wholeword.net 

Friday 

Friday Morning Bible 
Study:  We are in 

2Chronicles 

Afterward join us for the 

Mid-day prayer meeting 

in the Cabin Chapel 
11:30-12:30 
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1727.During the Sunday service of August 10, 1727 the presiding Pastor and the entire congregation were 
overwhelmed by the manifested presence of God. The Pastor and every member of the gathered group 
fell down on the floor under the power of the Lord’s mighty hand.19 The lives of the young German 
Count and the Moravian Church were forever changed, two days later during a Communion service at 
Herrnhut on August 12, 1727. Descriptions of exactly what happened vary, but all accounts agree that there 
was a mighty visitation of the Holy Spirit. Speaking of the Aug. 12, 1727 outpouring Zinzendorf himself 
tells us:

A sense of the nearness of Christ was bestowed in a single moment upon all the members that were present; and it was so 
unanimous that two members, at work twenty miles away unaware that the meeting was being held, became at the same time 
deeply conscious of the same blessing. 20

The Hundred Year Prayer Meeting 

The holy visitation of the remarkable summer of 1727 did not dissipate or lift after the initial outpouring. 
The people of Herrnhut were overwhelmed with a God given desire to be found constantly in prayer. 
People of all ages began to organize themselves into small groups to pray, day and night. On August 26th 
twenty-four men and twenty- four women met and covenanted together to pray 24 hours a day in shifts. 
This irresistible prayer movement continued to permeate the community as all ages pressed into the 
Lord’s throne room in heaven. More people soon joined the initial group of forty eight, including a 
number of small children. The desire to pray in this around the clock prayer watch resulted in what has 
been called by church historians “The Hundred Year Prayer Meeting.”21

For more than one hundred years, beginning on August 26, 1727, there was a Moravian brother or sister 
somewhere engaged in prayer, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Among the Brethren this 
meeting was known as the “Hourly Intercession.” There was literal prayer without ceasing for 100 years. 
The prayer focus soon moved from those at Hurrnhut to lost souls in Europe and around the world. The 
Lord gave the entire community a burning desire to see sinners come to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ and this fueled young Zinzindorf ’s fire for evangelism.  

The Moravian Missions Movement 

Shortly after the mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the One Hundred Year Prayer 
Meeting in 1727, Zinzendorf was invited to attend the coronation of Christian VI, as King of Denmark. At 
the coronation, he met two native Greenlanders and a black slave from the West Indies. These three 
people pled with him to send Christian missionaries to their countries. The Count returned home with a 
tremendous sense that he and the Moravian Church were to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
unreached people around the world.

The focus of prayer at Hernnhut became world missions. The Lord gave the entire community a renewed 
call of the Great Commission, to go into all the world and preach the Gospel. This resulted in the greatest 
concentration of Christian workers being sent out into foreign missions since the 1st century. “In the two 
decades that followed,
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the Moravians sent out more missionaries than all Protestants and Anglicans had sent out in the previous 
two centuries.”22

Zinzendorf spent the remaining thirty-three years of his life presiding over a worldwide network of 
Moravian missionaries. He instructed the faithful that they should continue their trades in the foreign 
lands and be self-supporting. The Count set very clear guidelines for all of his foreign missionaries. They 
were to live humbly among the people, keep Christ as the center of their lives, and look for individual 
seekers as opposed to large groups of potential converts.23 They were encouraged to start a variety of 
businesses, using their previous vocation skills, from shipping to baking. One writer has said that, “The 
most important contribution of the Moravians, was their emphasis that every Christian is a missionary 
and should witness through his daily vocation.”24

During Zinzenforf ’s lifetime one out of every 60 Moravians on earth were sent to the foreign mission 
field. Between 1732 and 1736 they pioneered works to the West Indies, the Virgin Islands, the Caribbean, 
Greenland, North America, Lapland, South America, and Africa. They later established a major outreach 
work in Labrador in 1771. Because of his tremendous influence, one writer has said that the Count did the 
most of any Christian, “to advance the cause of Protestant missions during the course of the eighteenth 
century” and the same source went on to say,

Zinzendorf had a powerful influence on early Protestant Christianity that in many respects equaled or 
excelled that of his personal acquaintances, John Wesley and George Whitefield. He pioneered 
ecumenical evangelism, founded the Moravian church and authored scores of hymns, but above all else he 
launched a world-wide missionary movement that set the stage for William Carey and “The Great 
Century” of missions that would follow.25

———————————————————————
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