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Please enjoy the following articles while your editor of the 
WWF  News Update is convalescing.

What Reward Do You Seek?   
By H. Pitts Evans 

Originally Published in “The Banner,” Summer 2007 
Edition 

In the eleventh chapter of the book of Genesis, we first learn of 
a man named Abram who would later become Abraham, the 
father of the faithful (Gal 3:7).   He was given a promise by 
God that he would be the father of a great nation. He was 
wealthy and married, but had no children.   By faith, Abraham 
left the land of his birth to follow God.  His relationship with 
God progressed through various trials over the next twenty five 
years, but he still remained childless. Then we read the 
following: 
“After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a 
vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward.” (Gen 15:1) 
 In the days of the Patriarchs, a man’s wealth was 
measured by how much livestock and how many servants he 
had.   If he was truly blessed, he would have these things in 
abundance and also many children.  Among the children, a 
male heir was the means of sustaining your family name in the 
earth.  Abraham had many slaves and much livestock, but he 
had no children.  His greatest desire was for God to reward him 
with a son of his own to be his heir.   
 In his human quest to acquire an heir, Abraham did not 
fully realize what he had already been given.   He believed that 
if God loved him he would be “rewarded” with a son.  Like 
most men of his time, Abraham thought God rewarded faithful 
men with cattle, servants and children.  He must have been 
quite shocked when God told him that eternal life was not 

WWF News Update �1

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Jesus in Your Morning” 
WAVA Radio 105.1FM 

“Jesus in Your Morning” is 
heard weekdays at 6am. We 
will cover Revelations 22 then 

review  then start over with 
Matthew from the Passion 

Translation. 
 

“The Whole Word for the 
Whole World” 

WAVA Radio 105.1FM  
“The Whole Word for the 

Whole World”  
Listen to Pastor Pitts message 

Saturdays at 11:00am and 
9:30pm and Sunday mornings 

at 6:30 am.   Check out the 
new open and close and give 

us your feedback at 
pitts@wholeword.net 

Livestream 
Join us every Sunday morning 
at 10:30am. Livestream can be 

viewed here.

https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-jesus-in-your-morning
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
mailto:pitts@wholeword.net
http://www.livestream.com/wholeword
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-jesus-in-your-morning
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
mailto:pitts@wholeword.net
http://www.livestream.com/wholeword
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about those things.   He did not yet understand God’s concept 
of what “rewards” are valuable beyond this life.   
 Abraham was looking for the Lord to reward him with a 
son, but the Lord was proclaiming a higher truth.  By saying, “I 
am thy exceeding great reward,” God was telling Abraham 
that the greatest “reward” any man could ever receive is a 
personal relationship with Him.  The primary reason mankind 
was created was so that we could be “rewarded” with an 
eternity of fellowship with our Eternal God.  God was saying 
that He intended to be Abraham’s ultimate reward.  The Lord 
was saying that He Himself is life’s greatest reward.  This fact 
has escaped many Christians.   
 The Bible calls Abraham the father of the faithful, but it 
calls Jesus “the author and finisher of our faith.” (Heb 12:2) 
 It says that Jesus was able to endure the cross by focusing on 
some future “joy” or reward that He would receive after His 
shameful death. 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.”  (Heb 12:2)  
 What was this great reward or “joy” that was set before 
Jesus?  What future “joy” could make Him willingly endure the 
most painful execution humans had ever conceived?  What 
possible thoughts of future “joy” could sustain Jesus through 
the crucifixion? He was already the creator of the universe and 
owner of all things.  Did Jesus expect to receive a reward worth 
more than all of the riches in the entire created order? What 
was His great reward for the cross?   
 The “joy” or reward that sustained Jesus through the 
cross was the thought of His being with you forever.  You were 
the joy set before the eternal eyes of Jesus that kept Him nailed 
to the cross.  Jesus saw the possibility of spending eternity with 
you as ample reason to come to earth as a man and suffer our 
punishment on the cross.  Jesus was filled with such joy over 
thoughts of eternity spent with you that it was all worthwhile.   
Many Christians have various ideas about how they will be 
rewarded by God.   Some think God must reward them with 
material things that they can appreciate in the days of their 
humanity.  They believe that their devotion to God will be 
reflected by material “blessings” that the world can also 
appreciate.  Some have a higher view; thinking the objective is 
an eternal Heaven filled with streets of gold, mansions, and 
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Weekly Events 

Tuesday 

NOVAHOP Prayer Meeting  
7:00pm - 9:00pm in the 

Sanctuary. Come for a time of 
worship and intercession. 

Prophetic Ministry is offered 
the first and second Tuesdays 

of the month in the 
Fellowship Hall from 9:10pm. 
Join us on  8/7/18 & 8/14/18  

www.novahop.org 

Wednesday 

Wednesday Night Bible 
Study in the Chapel at 7pm 
We will begin Deuteronomy  
Come join us and bring a friend.  
Or watch live via livestream at 

wholeword.net 

Friday 

Friday Morning Bible 
Study:  We are in 

2Chronicles 

Afterward join us for the 

Mid-day prayer meeting 

in the Cabin Chapel 
11:30-12:30 

http://www.novahop.org
http://wholeword.net
http://www.novahop.org
http://wholeword.net
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other rewards.   
When God spoke to Abraham, He said, “I am thy very great reward.”  He was proclaiming 

that a relationship with Him is our highest reward, now and in eternity.   Jesus endured the shame of 
the cross, by focusing His thoughts on eternity spent with you.  You were “the joy set before Him.” 
 God’s redemptive plan of the ages made it possible for us to become His eternal reward and Him to 
become ours.  The Lord is looking for those who value Him above all else. Eternity with Jesus is the 
joy set before us and Jesus is our very great reward.  
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