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From Pastor Joe Kim 

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” “Asia! 
Can anything good come from there?” That was the 
prophetic word Pastor Josh Bae had received from a friend 
before leaving for Sierra Leone. “You will bring about a 
paradigm shift in the minds to the people of Sierra Leone 
of the spiritual inheritance Asians have in the Lord.” 
On Sunday morning, I had the privilege to minister in a small 
church in the capital of Sierra Leone. The church building had a 
tin roof and boarded up windows and was no larger than the size 
of my apartment living room. The church had a few benches for 
pews on the dusty floor and no air conditioning to cool off from 
the African heat. With sweat on their faces, the small number of 
people of the church fervently and passionately sang and cried 
out to Jesus. They did not let their circumstances or surroundings 
stop them from worshipping their Lord and Savior. 
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“Jesus in Your Morning” 
WAVA Radio 105.1FM 

“Jesus in Your Morning” is 
heard weekdays at 6am. We 

are in James chapter 3 then in 
1Peter from the Passion 

Translation. 
 

“The Whole Word for the 
Whole World” 

WAVA Radio 105.1FM  
“The Whole Word for the 

Whole World”  
Listen to Pastor Pitts message 

Saturdays at 11:00am and 
9:30pm and Sunday mornings 

at 6:30 am. This week’s 
message is:  

“The Friend of God”  

Livestream 
Join us every Sunday morning 
at 10:30am. Livestream can be 

viewed here.

https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-jesus-in-your-morning
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
http://www.livestream.com/wholeword
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-jesus-in-your-morning
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
http://www.livestream.com/wholeword
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During my message, someone had asked me, “The people of 
Africa pray more than any other continent on earth yet we are so 
poor. Why is that?” I paused for a second and I was reminded of 
the history of South Korea. Just 60 years ago, Korea was one of 
the poorest countries not just in the Asia but in the whole world. 
Having been ravaged by war, families were separated, food was 
scarce, and the country was marked with political and economic 
instability. I remember my dad telling me stories of how there 
would be days with no food in the house to eat when he was 
growing up in Korea. Yet, in just 60 years, Korea has been able to 
go from less than $100 income per capita to a top 15 economy. 

What changed Korea? Prayer. It’s hard to not believe that prayer 
played a major part in the quick transformation of the small 
nation of South Korea. For decades now, every morning, 
Christians in Korea and abroad awaken with the dawn for 
corporate prayer. Monday through Sunday, the Korean church, as 
early as 4am gathers for prayer.

Through the cries of the church and the power of prayer, in less 
than 60 years, God has been able to completely transform the 
nation of South Korea. As I think about Sierra Leone, I can’t help 
but see the similarities between Sierra Leone now and Korea a 
half century ago. Both countries ridden with widespread poverty. 
Both nations with praying churches. Both countries without a 
Christian majority. Both nations devasted by a civil war. What 
God has been able to do with Korea, I believe God can also do 
with Sierra Leone. 

I told the members of that small little church that there is still 
hope! God has not forgotten Sierra Leone and He still hears their 
cries. Doing the impossible is what our God does best. What 
God did with Korea, may God do with Sierra Leone!

Brother  Josh Bae 
Praise the Lord! I was privileged and humbled to join 
pastors who flew in from India, Germany, Thailand, and 
the U.S. to celebrate Gethsemane Evangelical Ministry 
(GEM)’s 30th year anniversary who came simply to serve 
and to bless. I was touched and moved to see the 
impact Whole Word Fellowship has made. I felt like they 
were an extension of who we are and what we do here 
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Weekly Events 

Tuesday 

NOVAHOP Prayer Meeting  
7:00pm - 9:00pm in the 

Sanctuary. Come for a time of 
worship and intercession. 

Prophetic Ministry is offered 
the first and second Tuesdays 

of the month in the 
Fellowship Hall from 9:10pm. 

Join us on  6/5/18 and 
6/12/18  

www.novahop.org 

Wednesday 

Wednesday Night Bible 
Study: in the Chapel at 
7:00pm. We are going 
through the entire Old 

Testament chapter by chapter. 
We are in Exodus 
All are welcome. 
  Bring a friend.  

Friday 

Bible Study: Old Testament 
Survey Friday morning in the 

Cabin Library at 10:00am.  
We are in 1Kings  

www.wholeword.net/
biblestudy

http://www.novahop.org
http://www.wholeword.net/biblestudy
http://www.wholeword.net/biblestudy
http://www.novahop.org
http://www.wholeword.net/biblestudy
http://www.wholeword.net/biblestudy
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
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in the U.S.  

30 is an important biblical number that is associated with a season of commissioning. I 
believe this is a year of commissioning for GEM after all the years of preparation. What 
began as a seed of faith that Pastor Pitts and Mary sowed in 1997 has now grown to over 60 
churches, 10 schools, and has expanded to neighboring countries under the leadership of 
Pastor Sidikie. As we got to celebrate and thank God for His faithfulness and goodness over 
GEM for the last 30 years, we were reminded that there is much more to come.  
 
My very first impression of GEM was when I first walked into an evening crusade. I was 
overwhelmed with emotions by the sound of worship that filled the place. Their worship 
sounded like lion’s roar that went up to heaven. By the way, “Mountain Lions” is what 
Sierra Leone means.  

I believe God has called for Sierra Leone to be bold, courageous, and lead others for the 
Kingdom of God. Its capital city, Freetown was founded by former-slaves who came back 
to rebuild their city. Isaiah 62:1 reads. "...to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound." There is a prophetic destiny over Freetown 
and Sierra Leone that God desires to impact Africa and beyond.   
 
We had a 3-day crusade that drew people from the city and saw dozens committed their 
lives to Jesus. We went out to streets to share the gospel and pray for people. We had a 2-
day pastor's conference that strengthened and encouraged pastors. I have had a privilege 
to spend time with a beautiful group of people at a house church where God moved 
powerfully.  A woman there who had a foot issue for 3 years  was healed. Another woman 
who had suffered from constant headaches for 38 years was healed. A man who suffered 
eye and chest pains from malaria was also healed. There was a man who walked into our 
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meeting and said, "I'm a Muslim but I want to receive Jesus" . He committed his life to 
Jesus.  The list goes on. I believe our Heavenly Abba heard their roar and opened up the 
heaven to save and heal His beloved people.  
 
One of the highlights of the trip for me was when Pastor Joe and I came to a meeting with 
young pastors and leaders. As we walked in, they were singing, "Jesus, You're worthy" in 
one chorus. Hearing the sound of their roar, we both broken down in tears. Here we were 
wanting to give them something but they greeted us with sound of heaven. These pastors  
were called to serve in the hardest places often facing  fierce opposition from every side 
and some being disowned by their families. 

"They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— of whom the world was not 
worthy." Heb. 11-37-38. 

Isaiah 61:2 reads, “...to proclaim the year of the LORD 's favor.” God’s divine favor is 
something that only God knows when and only God can do. The Scripture shows that God's 
people often endure through long-lasting years marred with sufferings, tribulations, and 
setbacks before they get to experience divine favor.  

As you may know, this beautiful nation in West Africa went through a civil war that 
decimated the land. It also experienced destructive Ebola outbreak that brought the 
nation to a complete halt. I saw firsthand the level of poverty and hopelessness that has 
ensnared these people for many generations. However, we believe this is indeed a year of 
God's divine favor and can see that God is doing a new thing! Yes, God loves Sierra Leone 
and He has an amazing plan for His people in Sierra Leone. More, Lord, more 
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