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 GEM 30th Anniversary 
A Note from Mary Evans 

I just got off the phone with Pitts.  He was very enthusiastic 
about the successful outreaches.  He said there were many 
salvations.  There is great unity and the team is doing well.

It has always been my belief that you can sense the importance of 
any mission by how strong the attacks from the enemy come to 
try to stop it.  We as followers of Christ become emboldened 
when the devils throw their arrows at us.  One of the Pastors, 
Don Shackleford, is such an emboldened faithful follower.  

Don and His wife lived for many months at the GEM ministry in 
SierraLeonne.  Pitts and I have known Don for nearly 30 years.  
His testimony of how the devil tried to prevent him from joining 
this team and the Lords answer is powerful.

Just two weeks prior to the trip, Don began to have chest pains.  
He sent out prayer request and immediately we began to pray.  
Don has a history of heart problems and has had a cardiac bypass 
in the past.  Well, He was admitted to the hospital and was 
scheduled for angioplasty procedure the next morning.  He was 
told not to eat or drink anything the night before since his 
procedure was early.

That evening a nurse brought him a tray of food.  He reminded 
the nurse that he wasn’t supposed to eat.  She insisted that he was 
supposed to get the tray and there was no order for him not to 
eat.  Don enjoyed his meal.

The next morning Don was taken to the procedure room for the 
angioplasty.  He informed them about the meal.  The nurses 
confirmed that he was not supposed to eat.  They couldn’t 
perform the planned procedure. The Cardiologist decided to do a 
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“Jesus in Your Morning” 
WAVA Radio 105.1FM 

“Jesus in Your Morning” is 
heard weekdays at 6am. We 

are in Hebrews from the 
Passion Translation. 

 

“The Whole Word for the 
Whole World” 

WAVA Radio 105.1FM  
“The Whole Word for the 

Whole World”  
Listen to Pastor Pitts message 

Saturdays at 11:00am and 
9:30pm and Sunday mornings 

at 6:30 am. This week’s 
message is:  

“Jesus was wounded by his 
friends” 

Livestream 
Join us every Sunday morning 
at 10:30am. Livestream can be 

viewed here.

https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-jesus-in-your-morning
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
http://www.livestream.com/wholeword
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-jesus-in-your-morning
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
http://www.livestream.com/wholeword
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pre-exam Ecco to see what was going on with Dons heart.  There 
was nothing wrong with Don’s heart.  No blockages were seen.  
The Doctor cleared Don to travel to West Africa and discharged 
him from the Hospital.

Don is with the Team now and doing well.  We give all praise to 
Jesus who is our healer.  We must  persevere with Jesus when 
there is much adversity.  As when Paul was being stoned, he 
continued on.  Acts 14:22 “Confirming the souls of the disciples, 
and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”

Don Shackleford with Sunil from India  

MISSION TRIP TO SIERRA LEONE FROM 5/22 to 5/30
A note from Josh Bae 

Dear family and friends, 

I'm very excited and humbled to share with you that the Lord has 
opened up a wonderful opportunity to go on a ministry trip to 
Sierra Leone with Pastor Pitts Evans and Joe Kim from Whole 
Word Fellowship. I will be leaving this coming Tuesday, 5/22 and 
will return on Thursday, 5/30. This is my only second trip to 
Africa. I got to spend three weeks in Burundi back in 2011. It was 
a powerful experience that stirred up my heart and love for 
Africa. 

Sierra Leone is located in West Africa and has a very significant 
history as it was the departure place for West African captives 
during the transatlantic slave trade. Its capital, Freetown was 
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Weekly Events 

Tuesday 

NOVAHOP Prayer Meeting  
7:00pm - 9:00pm in the 

Sanctuary. Come for a time of 
worship and intercession. 

Prophetic Ministry is offered 
the first and second Tuesdays 

of the month in the 
Fellowship Hall from 9:10pm. 

Join us on  6/5/18 and 
6/12/18  

www.novahop.org 

Wednesday 

Wednesday Night Bible 
Study: in the Chapel at 
7:00pm. We are going 
through the entire Old 

Testament chapter by chapter. 
All are welcome.  Bring a 

friend. No class  5/30 

Friday 

Bible Study: Old Testament 
Survey Friday morning in the 

Cabin Library at 10:00am.  
No class 6/1  

www.wholeword.net/
biblestudy

http://www.novahop.org
http://www.wholeword.net/biblestudy
http://www.wholeword.net/biblestudy
http://www.novahop.org
http://www.wholeword.net/biblestudy
http://www.wholeword.net/biblestudy
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founded by former slaves in 1787. Some of you may recall the movie 'Blood Diamond' that came out back 
in 2006. The movie gives a glimpse of devastation and atrocities committed during their 11-year civil war 
that ended in 2002. The country is rich in diamonds and other precious minerals but the majority of 
people live in poverty due to systematic exploitation. Even though it is a Muslim nation, it is open to 
Christianity. 

Whole Word Fellowship has been in close partnership with Gethsemane Evangelical Ministries (GEM) 
that has now grown to more than 50 churches throughout Sierra Leone. Our senior Pastor Pitts Evans has 
been working with pastors in SL for more than 20 years and traveled there extensively. GEM will be 
celebrating their 30th year anniversary on the week we are there. I will be working closely with my co-
laborer, Joe Kim to assist Pastor Pitts and delegates who are coming from India, Canada, and Germany to 
lead a city-wide crusade, a pastors' conference, and other events. Joe and I will have opportunities to 
minister to young adults and up and coming leaders. We will also partner with students from Disciple 
Training School for city-wide street evangelism. 

I believe that Freetown is a prophetic name. Jesus quoted from Isaiah 61 in the temple in Luke 4:18-19, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” It is our sincere desire that Jesus would use us powerfully to 
declare freedom and set the captives free.

I would like to submit to you these following prayer requests and ask you to remember us in your prayers 
- 

1. Pray for breakthrough of salvation (Acts 2:37-41). We are having citywide crusades that will be 
drawing people from all-over the city. Please pray for the message of gospel to cut to the hearts people 
with spirit of conviction and repentance. We're asking for many hearts to turn to Jesus and commit their 
lives to walk with Him. 

2. Pray for fresh wisdom and revelation (Eph. 1:17-19)   We will be hosting a pastor's conference with 
pastors from various parts of the country joining us. We're praying for the power of the Holy Spirit to fall 
afresh with fresh wisdom and revelation of Jesus and His heart for beloved people of SL. Many pastors are 
going through discouragement, challenges, and oppositions. 

3. Pray for protection and safety (Ps. 91)   SL is going through a volatile stage after a new president 
was put in position two months ago after turmoils. Also, pray for safety and protection from sickness, 
harm and accidents over us. 

4. Pray for unity in the ministry (John 17:20-26)  Having to work with many people and ministers 
that we have never met, being united in one spirit is very important. I believe we're called to exemplify 
Jesus' servanthood and ministry of reconciliation as we lay down to serve others. 

5. Pray for much grace, strength, and guidance (2 Tim. 1:7). I honesty feel inadequate and 
unprepared for the trip. This has been one of the busiest season so far. I will be apart from my wife Sylvia 
and Elijah for 8 days. (We've never been apart for more than two days...) We've recently gone through a 
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miscarriage that was hard on us. Thankfully, the Lord brought much healing as we grieved over the loss 
with the help from Healing Grace Ministries and Whole Word Fellowship. Please remember my family 
while I will be away. 

Ministry schedule: 

5/22 to 5/25 - Indoor Crusade. Focus is on soul winning and restoration of lukewarm believers. 

5/25 - 5/26 - Pastor's Conference. Focus is on equipping Pastors & Church workers. Special impartation 
and prayer time will follow each ministration. 

5/26 - 5/30 - Preach in assorted churches and anniversary thanksgiving service on Sunday. 

Thank you for praying for this ministry trip. Please share if you're getting something from t he Lord that 
may encourage  and strengthen us. 

Love and blessings,

Josh Bae

Photo’s of the mission  

Team members from India, Thailand, and Germany. 
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But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;  How that 
they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. These be they 
who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.  And of some have compassion, making a difference: And others save with fear, pulling them out of 
the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.  (Jude 1:17-25)
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