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JESUS  

IS 

 THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND HANUKKAH LIGHTS 

BY PITTS EVANS 

John 8:12 Once more Jesus addressed the crowd. He said, I am the Light 
of the world. He who follows Me will not be walking in the dark, but 
will have the Light which is Life. AMP

The birth of Jesus Christ is celebrated by Christians at an annual 
holiday known as “Christmas,” held on December 25. Religious 
Jews observe Hanukkah for eight days, beginning on the 25th of 
their months Kislev or Chisleu, which coincides roughly with 
December. Around the world Christians decorate their homes, 
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“Jesus in Your Morning” 
WAVA Radio 105.1FM 

“Jesus in Your Morning” is 
heard weekdays at 6am. 

Scriptures from the 
  NIV 

“The Whole Word for the 
Whole World” 

WAVA Radio 105.1FM  
“The Whole Word for the 

Whole World”  
Listen to Pastor Pitts message 

Saturdays at 11:00am and 
9:30pm and Sunday mornings 

at 6:30 am.   Feel free to 
contact Pastor with questions 

or comments at 
pitts@wholeword.net 

Livestream 
Join us every Sunday morning 
at 10:30am. Livestream can be 

viewed here.

https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-jesus-in-your-morning
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
mailto:pitts@wholeword.net
http://www.livestream.com/wholeword
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-jesus-in-your-morning
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
https://wava.com/content/all/podcast-whole-word-for-the-whole-world
mailto:pitts@wholeword.net
http://www.livestream.com/wholeword
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churches and other locations with colorful lights to celebrate 
the Lord’s birth.  Many modern Jews light special candles in 
their homes to celebrate Hanukkah, also known as the Festival 
of Lights.  They observe the holiday by lighting eight 
candles, one day at a time. Celebrants of both Christmas and 
Hanukkah use displays of lights as decorations and part of 
their holiday observance.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF HANUKKAH 

About 165 B.C. a Syrian ruler named Antiochus Epiphanes was 
overthrown by the Jews in Israel.  This wicked man was known 
for the slaughter of many innocent Jewish men, women and 
children.  He forbade Jews from practicing circumcision, 
observing the Sabbath and abiding by their Biblical dietary 
laws.  He profaned the Temple, commanding that only pigs 
could be sacrificed there. He was overthrown by zealous Jews 
who immediately wanted to clean and rededicate the Temple to 
God.   

When they entered the Temple, they found only enough sacred 
oil to burn the menorah for one day.  They lit the lamp with the 
one day oil supply and began the eight day process to purify 
more.  The one day supply of sacred oil lasted for the entire 
eight days until more could be made.  Thus, the Jews believe 
the Lord supplied oil for the menorah light by supernatural 
means. The Jews rededicated the Temple by burning the 
menorah with supernatural oil.  They celebrate this 
rededication with candle lights annually in an eight day 
festival first known as the Feast of Dedication. This holiday is 
now more commonly known by its Hebrew name, 
“Hanukkah” which means “dedication” or “to dedicate.”   
  

WWF News Update �2

WeeklyEvents 

Tuesday 
NOVAHOP Prayer Meeting  

7:00pm - 9:00pm in the 
Sanctuary. Come for a time of 

worship and intercession. 
Prophetic Ministry is offered 

afterwards the first and 
second Tuesdays of the 

month in the Fellowship Hall  
at 9:10 on 12/4 &12/11 

( Please put your name on the sign-up 
sheet and wait for a ministry team 
member to assist you. ) for more 
information go to:

www.novahop.org 

Wednesday 
Wednesday Night  

Bible Study 
 in the Chapel at 7pm 

 watch live via livestream at 
wholeword.net  

Friday 
Friday Morning Bible Study 

in the Library: at 10:00am 

Mid-day prayer meeting 

at 12:30

in the Cabin Chapel 

http://www.novahop.org
http://wholeword.net
http://www.novahop.org
http://wholeword.net
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At the time Jesus was born, the Feast of Dedication was also known as the Festival of Lights 
because it involved the display of many special lamps or candles in the Temple and in the homes of 
religious Jews.  The Bible does not give an exact date for the birth of Jesus Christ, but the other 
details of His nativity are carefully recorded. (Matthew 1:18 – 2:23, Luke 1:26- 2:39) Church 
historians generally believe that December 25 was not the actual birthday of Jesus. Most agree that 
date was selected by Christian leaders in the fourth century to incorporate a much older winter solstice 
celebration that was widely observed.  Since we don’t know the exact date of Jesus’ birth, the holiday 
we now call “Christmas” does not appear in our Bibles, but Hanukkah does. The New Living 
Translation renders John 10:22 this way, “It was now winter and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time 
of Hanukkah.”   

    
JESUS, THE MESSIAH OF ISRAEL AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

Interestingly, John’s Gospel does not record the nativity of Christ.  He begins with Jesus in His 
preincarnate state and he repeatedly speaks of Him in connection with light. John tells us that Jesus is 
“the light of men.” (John 1:4)  He informs his readers that the life of Jesus brought life to men and 
spiritual light into the entire world. (John 1:4&5)  He went on to say that the light of Jesus Christ 
came into the world to make light and life available to every man. (John 1:9)  These statements were 
all powerful Messianic declarations.   
  

Jesus made a very specific assertion having to do with light that is also recorded in John’s 
Gospel.  He said, “I am the light of the world.” (John 8:12)  The Jewish hearers of this declaration 
knew that Jesus was claiming to be God’s representative and perhaps even the Messiah.  For Israel, 
God is the source of all light and any man who claimed to be “the light of the world” would be 
perceived as aligning himself with the God of Israel and claiming specific aspects of His divinity for 
himself.  The ancient Rabbis understood that the Messiah was to be a light. This was and is one of 
their most pervasive themes for Messianic understanding.   
  

Isaiah 60 is a well known Messianic prophecy and it contains a reference to “thy light” in 
verse one.  “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.” (Isaiah 
60:1) The Hebrew sages recognized that this spoke of their Messiah who would one day come to 
reveal the light of God.  They also understood that this Messiah would come to both Jews and 
Gentiles as the light of God. (Isaiah 60:3)  Jesus stepped onto the religious scene in His day by openly 
aligning Himself with these Hebraic concepts.  These Messianic expectations about the Messiah being 
a “light” were not some privately held interpretations; they were main stream theology in ancient 
Israel.  Some of the common people would not have seen the connections Jesus was making in 
declaring himself to be “the light of the world,” but the religious leaders of Israel certainly could not 
have missed them. 
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CONCLUSION 

Since about 165 BC, Jews have celebrated Hanukkah each year by lighting candles as they 
wait for their messiah. The Jewish sages knew that the Messiah was prophesied to be a light.  These 
things were well established, mainstream theology with the ancient Hebrew Rabbis. Jesus declared 
that He is the personification of the light of God, as foretold in the Hebrew Bible.  His provocative 
declaration, “I am the Light of the world” announced to the religious leadership of Israel and the 
entire world that Israel’s Messiah had now come to earth.   
  

Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World.”  With this statement, He declared that He is the 
most important revelation (LIGHT) mankind will ever receive.  Jesus is the representation of God’s 
light into the darkness of this world.  The faith Christians practice is not about choosing between 
Hanukkah candles or Christmas lights; it is about knowing Jesus who is The Light of the World. 
 Every human being must choose to receive the light of Jesus, or they choose darkness.  Those who 
chose the light of Christ will never walk in darkness and they will shine like the stars of heaven 
forever. Each year, as you see the year-end lights of holiday celebration may they always remind you 
of Jesus Christ, who is Israel’s Messiah and the Light of the World. May this be the year His 
light is seen and received by the whole world. 
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