
Psalms Book III. 73 - 89 - Companion to LEVITICUS  

Psalm 74 “A Psalm of Asaph” Perhaps Babylon’s Coming is in View. 
Asaph: A Levite, son of Berechiah, one of the leaders of David's choir. Psalms 50 and 
73-83 are attributed to him; and he was, in after times, celebrated as a seer as well as a 
musical composer. (B.C. 1050). Smith’s Bible Dictionary 

v. 1 - 10 The enemies of  God and Israel come with destruction. 
v. 12 - 17 Reviews some of  the Lord’s mighty deeds. 
v. 19 - 23 A plea for God to arise and deliver Israel. 

Psalm 75 “A Psalm of Asaph” Prophecy with Praise (Passion Translation) 
v. 1 The psalmist praises the Lord’s greatness.  
v. 2 - 5 God replies and speaks to the Wicked.   
v. 6 - 10 The psalmist expresses his confidence in God’s justice. 

Psalm 78 “A Psalm of Asaph” Israel’s History 
v. 2 Quoted by Jesus in Matt 13:35. 
v. 3 - 11 Review of  Israel’s rebellion. 
v. 12 - 33 The more the Lord did for them, the more they rebelled.   
v. 34 - 41 When they were in trouble, they sought Him, then backslid again. 
v. 42 - 64 They forgot God’s deliverance for Egypt by plagues and power. 
v. 65 - 72 The the Lord awakened and brought King David. 

Psalm 79 “A Psalm of Asaph” Babylon? 
v. 1 The destruction of  Jerusalem.   

Psalm 80 “A Psalm of Asaph” A Prayer for Restoration  
v. 1 The Shepherd of  Israel leads His People like a flock. 
v. 3, 7 & 19 Turn again and save us. 
v. 8 - 16 Portrays Israel as the Lord’s vineyard.  
v. 17 Could be a Prayer for Jesus at the Lord’s right hand. 

Psalm 82 “A Psalm of Asaph” The Courts of Heaven 
v. 1 In Hebrew,"God stands in the Assembly of  God and judges among the gods.” 
v. 6 I have said you are Gods.  

John 10:34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 
35  If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture 
cannot be broken; 36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the 
world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? KJV 

v. 8 For thou shalt inherit all nations. 
Psalm 37:9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they 
shall inherit the earth...11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace. KJV 



Psalm 83 “A Psalm of Asaph” A Future War or Something Else? 
v. 4 The plan of  the enemy, “Let us cut Israel off  from being a nation.” 
v. 5 They form a confederation of  nations for a decisive battle against Israel. 
v. 6 - 8 The list of  Nations who come against Israel is interpreted this way. 

“Tabernacles of Edom” = Southern Jordan  
“The Ishmaelites” =  Saudi Arabia 
“Moab” = Central Jordan 
“The Hagarenes” = Egypt  
“Gebal” = Northern Lebanon  
“Ammon” = Northern Jordan 
“Amalek” = Sinai Peninsula of Egypt 
“Philistines” = Gaza (Hamas) 
“People of Tyre” = Southern Lebanon (Hezbollah) 
“Assur” = Syria and Iraq 
Note: some believe this was the June 5-10, 1967 Six Day War: Saudis, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Egypt along with assorted Palestinians. 

v. 13 - 18 Prayer for protection and victory.  

Psalm 85 “A Psalm for the Sons of Korah” Prayer for Revival  
Under David, the Sons of Korah had the chief place in keeping the tabernacle doors, 
and in the psalmody. Eleven psalms are inscribed with their name as the authors (Psalm 
42; 44-49; and Psalm 84-88.) Fausett’s Bible Dictionary 

v. 2 - 3 The Lord forgives the sins of  His people. 
v. 4 - 7 Prayer for Revival. 

Psalm 87 “A Psalm for the Sons of Korah” Born Again in Zion 
v. 4, 5, and 6 This one was born in Zion.  
v. 4 Speaks of  the redemption of  the Nations. (See Passion Translation) 

Psalm 89 The Courts of Heaven  
v. 3 The Davidic Covenant is referenced. (see 2 Samuel 7) 
v. 5 The congregation of  the saints. (“saints” = Holy Ones, or kadosheem) 
v. 6 Sons of  the mighty. (“mighty” = god, or el) 
v. 7 The assembly of  the saints. (“saints” = Holy Ones, or kadosheem) 
v. 19 Thou spake in a vision to thy holy one.  
v. 26 - 29 May speak prophetically about Jesus. (See Col 1:15) 
v. 38 - 45 May speak prophetically about Jesus. 

Note: Both verses 38 & 51 use the Hebrew for Messiah, translated “anointed.” 
v. 50 - 51 May be a Prayer of  Jesus the Messiah.  

Psalm 89:50 Remember, Lord, how your servant has been mocked, how I bear in my 
heart the taunts of all the nations, 51 the taunts with which your enemies, LORD, have 
mocked, with which they have mocked every step of your anointed one. NIV



“PSALM 82, YE ARE GODS!” 

Ps 82:6 I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.  1

John 10:34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 

INTRODUCTION:     STANDING IN THE LORD’S COUNCIL  

Dan 12:9 ..Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed til the time of the end. 
10…none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. 

Jer 23:18 For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord, 20 ...In the latter days 
you shall consider and understand it perfectly. AMP 

Ps 89:5 Let the heavens praise thy wonders, O LORD, 
thy faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!  
6 For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? 
Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD,  
7 a God feared in the council of the holy ones, 
great and terrible above all that are round about him?   RSV 

Short Exposition on Psalms 82 A Psalm of Asaph 

Psalms 82:1 God (Elohim) standeth in the congregation of the mighty (El); he judgeth among 
the gods (Elohim).  
2 How long will ye judge unjustly, /  and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah. /   3 Defend 
the poor and fatherless: /  do justice to the afflicted and needy. /  4 Deliver the poor and needy:/   
rid them out of the hand of the wicked.  
5 They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of 
the earth are out of course.  
6 I have said, Ye are gods (Elohim); and all of you are children of the most High. 7 But ye 
shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.  
8 Arise, O God (Elohim), judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations. 

FOUR INTERPRETATIONS OF PSALM 82  

Ps 82:1 God (Elohim) hath stood in the company of God (El), in the midst God (Elohim) doth 
judge.  YLT 

 Note: All scriptures are taken from the King James Version (KJV) unless clearly marked with standard 1

abbreviations for  Amplified Version (AMP), The New International Version (NIV), Revised Standard Version 
(RSV) and Young’s Literal Translation (YLT), Jewish New Testament (JNT),  etc.



I. GOD IS SPEAKING TO HUMAN JUDGES AND CALLS THEM “GODS” BECAUSE 
THEY OPERATE UNDER HIS DIVINE AUTHORITY. 

“"God standeth in the assembly of God." The Septuagint renders it, In the synagogue of the 
gods. So also the Latin Vulgate. The reference, however, is undoubtedly to magistrates, and the 
idea is, that they were to be regarded as representatives of God; as acting in his name; and 
as those, therefore, to whom, in a subordinate sense, the name gods might be given.” 
Barnes' Notes on Psalm 82 

II. GOD IS SPEAKING TO ISRAEL CALLING THEM “GODS” BECAUSE THEY 
RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD AND CAN NOW LIVE FOREVER IF THEY 
OBEY. 

Gen 3:5 For God (Elohim) doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods (Elohim); knowing good and evil. 

Ex 4:16 So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for 
you, and you shall be to him as God (Elohim).  NKJV 

Ex 7:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god (Elohim) to Pharaoh: and 
Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. 

‘This midrash (on Psalm 82), …implies that Israel experienced a new creation at Sinai.  
Because God gave Israel the word of Torah, to which it became obedient, Israel became 
deathless once more as it resumed the ‘image and likeness of God’ given it at creation.”  2

III. GOD IS SPEAKING TO ALL REDEEMED CHRISTIANS AS “GODS” BECAUSE 
THEY BECOME IMMORTAL WHEN THEY RECEIVE JESUS (THE WORD). 

Psalm 82:6 I have said, Ye are gods (Elohim); and all of you are children of the most High. 

Irenaeus on Psalm 82, “But of what gods does he speak? Of those to whom He says, ‘I have 
said, you are gods, and all sons of the most High.’  To those, no doubt, who have received the 
grace of the ‘adoption, by which we cry, Abba Father.”  3

 www.nd.edu “I said: You are Gods” p 22

  Christian Deification and the Early Testimonia, Mark D. Nispel,  p 93

http://www.nd.edu


IV. GOD IS SPEAKING TO ALL GOOD AND EVIL “HIGHER CELESTIAL BEINGS.”  
HE CALLS THEM “GODS” BECAUSE THEY STAND IN HIS COUNCIL AND 
THEY ARE ETERNAL BEINGS. 

Dr. Tom Hawkins believes Psalms 82 calls all “higher celestial beings,” both good and evil, 
“gods” because they are they are eternal beings.  

Job 1:6  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan came also among them. 

SO, ALL FOUR INTERPRETATIONS OF PSALM 82 ARE CORRECT 
• God is speaking to human judges and calls them “gods” because they operate under His 

divine authority. 
• God is speaking to Israel calling them “gods” because they received the Word of God 

and can now live forever if they obey. 
• God is speaking to all redeemed Christians as “gods” because they become immortal 

when they receive Jesus (the Word). 
• God is speaking to all good and evil “higher celestial beings” or Angels.  He calls them 

“gods” because they stand in His Council and they are eternal beings. 

JESUS’ INTERPRETATION OF PSALM 82:6: 

John 10:34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 35 If he 
called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 36 
Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; 
because I said, I am the Son of God?  

John 10:34 Yeshua answered them, “Isn’t it written in our Torah ‘You people are Elohim?’ 35 If 
he called Elohim the people to whom the word of Elohim was addressed (and the Tanakh 
cannot be broken), 36 then are you telling the one whom the Father set apart as holy and sent into 
the world, ‘You are committing blasphemy,’ just because I said, ‘I am a son of Elohim?’”   JNT 

NOTE: JESUS WAS SPEAKING TO JEWISH LEADERS 
• THEY WERE JUDGES AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE 
• THEY HAD RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD AT SINAI 
• THEY WERE SPEAKING TO THE WORD MADE FLESH 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 



THE IRONY WAS THAT JESUS, THE WORD OF GOD MADE FLESH WAS STANDING 
BEFORE THEM.   BECAUSE THEY DID NOT RECEIVE JESUS, THEY WOULD DIE LIKE 
OTHER MEN. 

Ps.82:6 I have said, Ye are gods (Elohim); and all of you are children of the most High. 7 But 
ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.  

Psalms 82:8 Arise, O God (Elohim), judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations. 

JESUS MAKES IT CLEAR THAT SOME OF THE “GODS” IN PSALM 82 ARE  MEN THAT 
ARE STANDING IN THE COUNCIL OF GOD. 

THE SAINTS SHALL JUDGE THE EARTH: 

1 Cor 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? … 3 Know ye not that 
we shall judge angels? 

THE EARTH IS NOW THE LORD’S: 

Cor 10:26  For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof. 

BECAUSE OF WHAT JESUS DID, WE ARE THE ELOHIM THAT SHALL INHERIT THE 
EARTH: 

Ps 37:11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; 

Matt 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Ex 32:13 …I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be 
their inheritance forever .'" NIV 

BECAUSE OF WHAT JESUS DID, WE ARE THE Elohim that God is exhorting to 
“arise” and judge properly because we shall INHERIT THE EARTH: 

More importantly, Jesus tells us this Psalm is written to men, about 
men standing ‘in the congregation of the mighty’ with the LORD and 
His angels.   
Men who receive salvation through the Word of God (JESUS), can 
stand ‘in the congregation of the mighty’ that is presided over by 
Almighty God.


