


The Book of Psalms  

Introduction & Background 

Book 1 Psalm 1 - 41, Corresponds to Genesis  

Psalm 1 Delight in God’s Word 
v. 1 -3 The Godly Man delights in God’s Word and he is blessed. 
v. 4 - 6 The ungodly reject God’s Word and will perish.  

Psalm 2 Messianic Psalm 
v. 1 - 2 is quoted in  Acts 4:25 - 26 about Jesus and attributes this Psalm to David. 
v. 7 is quoted in Acts 13:33 and Hebrews 1:5 as speaking about Jesus. 
v. 8 - 9 mentions a rod of  iron that may belong to Jesus in Rev. 2:27 and 19:15. 

Psalm 3 “A Psalm of David” when he fled from Absalom 
v. 2 What is “selah?” It’s used 74 times and the meaning is unknown.  

A. Possibly a musical instruction. 
B. Possibly an oral reading instruction. 
C. Possibly it indicates a pause. (See Amplified) 
D. Maybe similar to “Amen,” which means “so be it.” 
E. It may mean “forever.” 

Psalm 4 “A Psalm of David” Used in traditional Evening Prayer 
v. 1 Hear my Prayer. 
v. 4 Pray on your bed. 
v. 8 References laying down and sleep. 

Psalm 5 “A Psalm of David” Used in traditional Morning Prayer 
v. 2 I will pray. 
v. 3 I will direct my morning prayer. 

Psalm 6 “A Psalm of David” Prayer for Healing and Confession of Sin. 
v. 2 “heal me,” (Rapha) means from both sin and sickness. 

Psalm 7 “A Psalm of David,” Cush the Benjamite, see (2 Samuel 16) 
v. 1 Deliverance from persecution. 
v. 3 - 5 constitute and oath. 
v. 17 David says, “I will praise,” in the form of  a vow 

Psalm 8 “A Psalm of David,” Messianic  
v. 4 - 8 The dominion of  Man is referenced in Heb. 2:6-10 as applicable to Jesus. 
v. 9 mentions “paths in the seas.” 



Psalm 9 “A Psalm of David,” On God’s Justice Toward the Wicked  
v. 4 God maintains the cause of  the righteous. 
v. 10 The Lord will never forsake those who love Him. 

Psalm 10 An Imprecatory Psalm, Identifying and Rebuking the Wicked 
v. 2 - 11 Describes characteristics of  the Wicked. 
v. 12 is a Prayer asking for God to remember the humble. 
v. 15 is an imprecatory prayer Request. 
v. 16 The heathen are perished out of  His land. 

Psalm 11 “A Psalm of David,” Reflections of David’s trust in God. 
v. 1 In the Lord I put my trust. 
v. 6 The Wicked will experience God’s Judgement.  
v. 7 The Righteous are upheld by God. 

Psalm 12 “A Psalm of David,” Characteristics of the Wicked. 
v. 2 The wicked lie with flattery. 
v. 5 They oppress the poor. 
v. 7  You, LORD, will keep the needy safe and will protect us forever from the wicked, 8 who 
freely strut about when what is vile is honored by the human race. NIV 

Psalm 13 “A Psalm of David” I’m in pain, but I trust You. 
v. 1 How long will You hid Your face from me? 
v. 5 But, I have trusted in the Lord... 

Psalm 14 “A Psalm of David” Messianic theme. 
v. 1 - 3 indicate that all men are sinners. This is consistent with the NT indicating 
that all men need a savior. (See Mark 10:18, Luke 18:19 and Romans 3:23) 
v. 7 Is a cry for “salvation” and the word is “Yeshua.” 

Psalm 15 “A Psalm of David” Instructions on what pleases God. 
v. 1 Who shall abide in the Lord’s Tabernacle? 
v. 2 He that walks uprightly and speaks the truth. 
v. 3 He doesn’t backbite or take offense. 
v. 4 He honors those who fear the Lord. 
v. 5 He that does these things shall never be moved. 

Psalm 16 “A Psalm of David,” Messianic  
v. 7 I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. NIV 
v. 10 is quoted in Acts 2:31 and 13:35 about Jesus about His Resurrection. 

Psalm 17 “A Psalm of David” A prayer of David 
v. 8 The “Apple” of  God’s eye and His wings. 
v. 14 Men of  the world have their portion in this world. 

Psalm 17:15 As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your face; when I 
awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. NIV 



Psalm 18 “A Psalm of David,” Identical to 2 Samuel 22 
v. 25 - 26 God will respond in-kind to some human behavior. (Lu 19:21 - 27) 
v. 26 With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself  merciful; with an upright man thou 
wilt shew thyself  upright; 26 With the pure thou wilt shew thyself  pure; and with 
the froward thou wilt shew thyself  froward. 

Psalm 19 “A Psalm of David” Creation speaks of the Lord. 
v. 1 The Heavens declaim the glory of  God. 
v. 3 There is no People group who has not heard their message. 
v. 14 David’s Precious Prayer. 

Psalm 20 “A Psalm of David,” Prayer 
v. 5 We will rejoice in Thy salvation (Yeshua). 
v. 6 The Lord will save His anointed (Messiah). 

Psalm 21 “A Psalm of David,” God’s Protection for the King 

Psalm 22 “A Psalm of David,” Messianic 
v. 1 My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me? (Matt 27:46) 
v. 7&8 Match Jesus’ reflections from the Cross. (Matt 27:39-43) 
v. 14-16 Sound like someone experiencing the effects of  Crucifixion. 
v. 16 They pierced my hands and feet... (John 20:25) 
v. 18 A prophecy about Jesus’-garments at His Crucifixion. (Matt 27:35) 
v. 22 Quoted directly and applied to Jesus in Hebrews 2:12. 
v. 27 - 31 Deal with the Lord’s Kingdom at the end of  time. 

Psalm 23 “A Psalm of David” The Most Beloved Psalm of David 
Note: Many of David’s prophetic in Psalms 23 are fulfilled by Jesus in the book of Revelation. 

Ps 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd;  
Rev 7:17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them   

Ps 23:2 he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
Rev.7:17 For the Lamb ... shall lead them unto living fountains of waters:  

Ps 23:4 thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  
Rev.7:17b God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.   

Ps 23:5 Thou preparest a table before me   
Rev. 7:17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them  

Ps 23:5  my cup runneth over.   
Rev. 7:16 ... neither thirst any more;  

Ps 23:6  I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.   
Rev 7:15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 

Psalm 24 “A Psalm of David” The Earth is the Lord’s 
v. 1 The Earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. 


