
Keys to 
Intercession 

Student Manual by Lila Terhune 

Matt 16:19 
And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be loosed in heaven."  
Rev 3:7-8 

'These things says He who is holy, He who is true, "He who has the 
key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one 

opens":  
Unless otherwise specified scripture verses are quoted from the New King James 

Version NKJV 
The Holy Bible New King James version 
Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 



Contents 

           
1.  Definition for Intercession 

2.   Who is an Intercessor? 

3.  Priesthood of the Believer  

4.  What is the Process of Intercession? 

5.  How to Develop Intercession in You 

5.  Intimacy 

6.  Identification  

7.  Agony       

8.  Authority 

9.  Warfare 



Definition for Intercession 
 “The act of petitioning God or praying on behalf of another person or group” 

Word Study: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

Hebrew: “Pa-ga” to impinge, by accident or violence, or (figuratively) by importunity, to 
encounter, to meet, to reach, to entreat, to make intercession 
      
Greek: “Huperentugehano”  
 huper = above, beyond, across, more than, instead of, exceedingly above 
 entugehano = confer with, deal with, a meeting between, make intercession, meet on  
 behalf, for someone sake 

Greek: “Entuxus” to approach the King 

Webster: to intervene between parties with a view to reconciling differences (peacemakers) 



WHO IS AN INTERCESSOR?  

Jesus Our Great High Priest 
Rom 8:34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

Heb 7:25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, 
since He always lives to make intercession for them.  

Holy Spirit 
Rom 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. 

All Believers 
1 Pet 2:5,9,10 You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 9 But you are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a 
people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained 
mercy. 



Priesthood of the Believer 

Old Testament Priesthood 
Exo 19:5-6 'Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you 
shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 'And you shall be 
to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which you shall speak to the 
children of Israel.” 

Lev 8:5-12 And Moses said to the congregation, "This is what the LORD commanded to be 
done.” 6 Then Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 7 And he put the 
tunic on him, girded him with the sash, clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod on him; and 
he girded him with the intricately woven band of the ephod, and with it tied the ephod on him. 8 
Then he put the breastplate on him, and he put the Urim and the Thummim in the breastplate. 9 
And he put the turban on his head. Also on the turban, on its front, he put the golden plate, the 
holy crown, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10 Then Moses took the anointing oil, and 
anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them. 11 He sprinkled some of it 
on the altar seven times, anointed the altar and all its utensils, and the laver and its base, to 
consecrate them. 12 And he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron's head and anointed him, 
to consecrate him. 

Aaron the High Priest 
Exod 28:1-4 "Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of 
Israel, that he may minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron's sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and 
Ithamar. 2 "And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3 
“So you shall speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, 
that they may make Aaron's garments, to consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest. 4 
"And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, an ephod, a robe, a skillfully 
woven tunic, a turban, and a sash. So they shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and 
his sons, that he may minister to Me as priest. 

Lev 16:30 "For on that day the priest shall make atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you may 
be clean from all your sins before the LORD. 



Jesus is Now Our Great High Priest 
Heb 8:1-2 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, 
who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the 
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.  



What is the Process of Intercession? 
• Prayer originates from the Father 
• The Son is our Great High Priest/Intercessor 
• The Holy Spirit is the Communicator to our Spirit 
• Believer’s prayer 

• Believer’s prayer returned 
• Through the Holy Spirit 
• To the Son 
• To the Father 

Prayer Memorials 
Acts 10:4   And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, "What is it, lord?"  So he said to 
him, "Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God. 

Rev 5:8  Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. 

Rev 8:3-5  Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was 
given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar 
which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, 
ascended before God from the angel's hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire 
from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an 
earthquake. 



How to Develop Intercession in You 

• Intimacy - relationship, repentance, holiness 
• Identification - entering the ministry of Jesus 
• Agony - the response that brings results 
• Authority - to declare His will 



Intimacy 

God’s Desire 
Fellowship in the Garden 
Gen 3:8  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden. 

Dwell with Them 
Exod 25:8  "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 

Dwell in Them 
2 Cor 6:16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the 
living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people." 

Dwell in You 
John 14:16-17 "And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever— 17 "the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

Seeking His Face                                                       
Bethel - House of God 
Gen 28:10-22 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 So he came to a 
certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of 
that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, 
and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels 
of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: 
"I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I 
will give to you and your descendants. 14 "Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the 
earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you 
and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 15 "Behold, I am with you and will 
keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I 
have done what I have spoken to you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the 



LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is 
this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” 18 Then 
Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a 
pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place Bethel; but the name 
of that city had been Luz previously. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, 
and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, 21 "so 
that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God. 22 "And this 
stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely 
give a tenth to You." 

Peniel - Face of God 
Gen 32:24-30 Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day 
25 Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and 
the socket of Jacob's hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. 26 And He said, "Let Me go, 
for the day breaks." But he said, "I will not let You go unless You bless me!” 27 So He said to 
him, "What is your name?" And he said, “Jacob." 28 And He said, "Your name shall no longer 
be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 
29 Then Jacob asked, saying, "Tell me Your name, I pray." And He said, "Why is it that you ask 
about My name?" And He blessed him there. 30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: 
"For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved." 

Holiness 
Ps 24:3-6 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place? 4 He 
who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn 
deceitfully. 5 He shall receive blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation. 6 This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him, who seek Your face. Selah 

The Face of Jesus 
2 Cor 4:6  For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Reproducing After the Heart 
Ps 27:8  When You said, "Seek My face," my heart said to You, "Your face, LORD, I will seek." 



Adam & Eve Natural Reproduction 
Gen 1:28  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth 
and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth." 

Abraham’s Covenant of Circumcision 
Gen 17:9-11 And God said to Abraham: "As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations. 10 "This is My covenant which you shall 
keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be 
circumcised; 11 "and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between Me and you. 

God’s True Purpose of Circumcision Old Testament 
Deut 10:15-16  "The LORD delighted only in your fathers, to love them; and He chose their 
descendants after them, you above all peoples, as it is this day. 16 "Therefore circumcise the 
foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer. 

Deut 30:6  "And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 
live. 

Covenant Given to the Church Through Jesus 
Rom 2:28-29 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is 
outward in the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God. 

Church Spiritual Reproduction 
Matt 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 "teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 
Amen. 

Col 2:11-15 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in 
baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised 



Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped 
out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has 
taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and 
powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.  



Identification 

Jesus our Great Identifier/Priest/Intercessor 
Heb 2:14-18 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the 
seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might 
be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those 
who are tempted. 

Heb 4:14-16  Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need. 

Reconciling   
2 Cor 5:18-21  Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us 
the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Empathy 
1 Cor 12:25-26 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the 
same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one 
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  



Agony 
The burden of God comes as an overshadowing of the Holy Spirit (like Mary). Our heart/spirit 
become the womb of God. 

Burden - receive the concern from God 
Impulse burden 
Luke 19:41  Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 

Long term burden 
Gal 4:19 My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you 

Praying through 
Isa 10:27 It shall come to pass in that day that his burden will be taken away from your shoulder, 
and his yoke from your neck, and the yoke will be destroyed because of the anointing oil. 

Travail - is the act of bringing the burden to birth, the prayer of compassion 

Weeping & Tears 
Ps 126:4-6 Bring back our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the South. 5 Those who sow in 
tears shall reap in joy. 6 He who continually goes forth weeping, bearing seed for sowing, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

Groaning Old Testament 
Exod 2:24-25  So God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, 
with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God 
acknowledged them. 

Exod 6:5 "And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the Egyptians keep 
in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant. 

Judg 2:18 And when the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge and 
delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for the LORD was 
moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed them and harassed them. 



Groaning New Testament 
Rom 8:26-27  Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we 
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit 
is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

Groaning & Weeping Jesus 
John 11:32-35  Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, 
saying to Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 Therefore, 
when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit 
and was troubled. 34 And He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to Him, "Lord, come 
and see."  35 Jesus wept 

Heb 5:6-8 As He also says in another place: "You are a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek”; 7 who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 
supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and 
was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the 
things which He suffered. 
 



Authority 

Asking According to the Will of God 
I Jn 5:14-15  Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according 
to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

Confidence of the Heart 
I Jn 3:21-23  Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 
22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those 
things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on 
the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 

Rom 8:27  Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 



Warfare 

Humbling 
2 Chr 7:14  "If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and 
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land.” 

Repentance 
1 Sam 7:2-9  So it was that the ark remained in Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was there twenty 
years. And all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD. 3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house 
of Israel, saying, "If you return to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods 
and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts for the LORD, and serve Him only; 
and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.” 4 So the children of Israel put away the 
Baals and the Ashtoreths, and served the LORD only. 5 And Samuel said, "Gather all Israel to 
Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD for you.” 6 So they gathered together at Mizpah, drew 
water, and poured it out before the LORD. And they fasted that day, and said there, "We have 
sinned against the LORD." And Samuel judged the children of Israel at Mizpah. 7 Now when the 
Philistines heard that the children of Israel had gathered together at Mizpah, the lords of the 
Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of 
the Philistines. 8 So the children of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry out to the  
LORD our God for us, that He may save us from the hand of the Philistines.” 9 And Samuel took 
a suckling lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. Then Samuel cried out to 
the LORD for Israel, and the LORD answered him. 

Praise and Singing 
2 Chr 20:14-22 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of 
Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the 
assembly. 15 And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, 
King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this 
great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s. 16 'Tomorrow go down against them. They 
will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook before the 
Wilderness of Jeruel. 17 'You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still 
and see the salvation of the LORD, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!' Do not fear or be 



dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the LORD is with you.” 18 And Jehoshaphat 
bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
bowed before the LORD, worshiping the LORD. 19 Then the Levites of the children of the 
Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with 
voices loud and high. 20 So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of 
Tekoa; and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah and you 
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe 
His prophets, and you shall prosper.” 21 And when he had consulted with the people, he 
appointed those who should sing to the LORD, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as 
they went out before the army and were saying: "Praise the LORD, for His mercy endures 
forever.” 22 Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the 
people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated. 

Ps 149:1-9 Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, and His praise in the assembly of 
saints. 2 Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 3 Let 
them praise His name with the dance; let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp. 4 
For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; he will beautify the humble with salvation. 5 Let the 
saints be joyful in glory; let them sing aloud on their beds. 6 Let the high praises of God be in 
their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, 7 To execute vengeance on the nations, and 
punishments on the peoples; 8 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of 
iron; 9 To execute on them the written judgment-- this honor have all His saints. Praise the 
LORD! 

Isa 42:10-13 Sing to the LORD a new song, and His praise from the ends of the earth, you who 
go down to the sea, and all that is in it, you coastlands and you inhabitants of them! 11 Let the 
wilderness and its cities lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of 
Sela sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 12 Let them give glory to the LORD, and 
declare His praise in the coastlands. 13 The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man; he shall stir 
up His zeal like 
 a man of war. He shall cry out, yes, shout aloud; he shall prevail against His enemies. 

Matt 21:9-13 Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!' Hosanna in 
the highest!” 10 And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, "Who is 
this?” 11 So the multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.” 12 Then 
Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and 



overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. 13 And He 
said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer,' but you have made it a 
'den of thieves.’" 

Musical Instruments 
Ps 144:1  Blessed be the LORD my Rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for battle 

1 Sam 16:15-18 And Saul's servants said to him, "Surely, a distressing spirit from God is 
troubling you. 16 "Let our master now command your servants, who are before you, to seek out a 
man who is a skillful player on the harp; and it shall be that he will play it with his hand when 
the distressing spirit from God is upon you, and you shall be well.” 17 So Saul said to his 
servants, "Provide me now a man who can play well, and bring him to me.” 18 Then one of the 
servants answered and said, "Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in 
playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person; and 
the LORD is with him. 

Isa 30:31-32  For through the voice of the LORD Assyria will be beaten down, as He strikes with 
the rod. 32 And in every place where the staff of punishment passes, which the LORD lays on 
him, it will be with tambourines and harps; and in battles of brandishing He will fight with it. 

Banners 
Isa 31:8-9 "Then Assyria shall fall by a sword not of man, and a sword not of mankind shall 
devour him. But he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall become forced labor. 9 He 
shall cross over to his stronghold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the banner," says the 
LORD, whose fire is in Zion and whose furnace is in Jerusalem. 

Isa 59:19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and His glory from the rising 
of the sun; when the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard 
against him. 

Exod 17:15-16 And Moses built an altar and called its name, THE-LORD-IS-MY-BANNER; 16 
for he said, "Because the LORD has sworn: the LORD will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation."


