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Judges 
 
Traditional Author: Unknown, but it is generally believed that Samuel compiled it. 
 
Approximate Time of Writing: 1000 B.C. It spans 1380 - 1050 B.C. 
 
General Content: Historical Narrative.  This is a short review of all of Israel’s major leaders 
from the time of Joshua until the time of Samuel.  It bridges the gap of time from the first entry 
into the Promised Land until the coming of Israel’s first King. 
 
“Judges, is so called because it contains the history of the deliverance and government of Israel 
by the men who bore the title of the "judges." The book of Ruth originally formed part of this 
book, but about A.D. 450 AD it was separated from it and placed in the Hebrew Scriptures 
immediately after the Song of Solomon.” Easton's Bible Dictionary 
 
“The book contains (1.) An introduction (1-3:6), connecting it with the previous narrative in 
Joshua, as a "link in the chain of books." (2.) The history of the thirteen judges (3:7-16:31). (3.) 
The historic section of the book is followed by an appendix (17-21), which has no formal 
connection with that which goes before. It records (a) the conquest (17; 18) of Laish by a portion 
of the tribe of Dan; and (b) the almost total extinction of the tribe of Benjamin by the other tribes, 
in consequence of their assisting the men of Gibeah (19-21). This section properly belongs to the 
period only a few years after the death of Joshua.” Easton's Bible Dictionary 
 
Key Verses: 
 
The Pattern of Judges: 
 
Judg 2:11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals. 12 They forsook 
the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed and 
worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked the Lord to anger...14 In his 
anger against Israel the Lord handed them over to raiders who plundered them. He sold them to 
their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist. 15b They were in great distress. 
16 Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. 17 Yet they 
would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. 
Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way in which their fathers had walked, the way 
of obedience to the Lord's commands. 18 Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, he was 
with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the 
Lord had compassion on them as they groaned... 19 But when the judge died, the people returned 
to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and 
worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. NIV 
 
Judg 17:6  In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes. KJV 
 





Judges 1-14 

Introduction: The Talmud says Samuel was the Author 

Judges 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes. KJV 

Chapter 1 Joshua’s Death 
v. 1-3 Joshua Dies, Judah and Simeon join forces. 
v. 8 Judah initially takes Jebus/Jerusalem on it’s Property. 
v. 12-13 Caleb’s nephew Othniel will become the first Judge of  Israel. 
v. 21 Benjamin evidently couldn’t take their portion of  Jebus/Jerusalem.  

Chapter 2 After Joshua’s Death, The Judges Cycle Begins 
v. 1-4 The Angel of  Yahweh (Joshua 5:9-15). 
v. 7 Israel was faithful to Yahweh until Joshua Died. 
v. 11-13 Israel worshiped other Gods. 
v. 14 God withdrew His protection and their enemies prevailed. 
v. 15 Israel realized their mistake/sin. 
v. 18 God raised up Judges to deliver them. 
v. 19 When the Judge died, the cycle began again. 

Chapter 3 Nations Left in the Promised Land to Test Israel 
v. 9 Othniel, First Judge for 40 Years. 
v. 10 The Holy Spirit. 
v. 15 Ehud, The Second Judge, peace for 80 years. 
v. 31 Shamgar, The Third Judge. 

Chapter 4 Deborah and Barack 
v. 4 Deborah, Prophetess, Wife and the Fourth Judge, 40 years of  peace. 
v. 8 Barak won’t go into battle without Deborah (see Heb 11:32). 
v. 21 Joel kills Sisera. 

Chapter 5 The Song of Deborah and Barak 
v. 7 Deborah was a mother in Israel. 

Chapter 6 Gideon’s Call 
v. 1 Israel sinned and fell into the hands of  Midian. 
v. 8 The Lord Sent a Prophet. 
v. 11 The Lord Sent an Angel to Gideon who spoke for Yahweh. 
v. 24 Jehovah-Shalom. 
v. 32 Gideon is also known as Jerubbaal. 
v. 34 The Holy Spirit came on Gideon. 
v. 36-40 Gideon’s Fleece. 



Chapter 7  Gideon’s Army of 300 
v. 7 The Standard for Selection. 
v. 13-15 Sign of  Victory in a Dream. 

Chapter 8 Victory and Jealousy  
v. 22-23 Israel tries to make Gideon a King, but he refused. 
v. 27 Gideon made an Ephod. 
v. 28 Gideon Judged Israel 40 Years. 
v. 30-31 Gideon had 71 sons, including Abimelech. 
v. 33 Gideon died and Israel backslid. 

Chapter 9 Gideon’s Son Abimelech 
v. 1 Abimelech is Jerubbaal’s Son, and Gideon is Jarubbaal (see Judg. 6:32). 
v. 5 Abimelech murdered all of  Gideon’s other sons except Jothan. 
v. 6 The men of  Shechem made Abimelech their King. 
v. 7 -21 Jotham’s prophecy against Abimelech and Shechem. 
v. 22-23 In 3 Years God Sent an evil spirit against Abimelech (see 1 Kings 22:21). 

Chapter 10 More Judges 
v. 1-2 Tola Judged Israel 23 years.  
v. 3 Jair judged Israel 22 years. 

Chapter 11 Jephthah  
v. 29 The Holy Spirt came on Jephthah. 
v. 30 Jephthah’s Foolish Vow. 

Chapter 12 Several Judges 
v. 7 Jephthah served Israel as Judge for 6 years then died. 
v. 8 Ibzan Judged Israel 7 years.  
v. 11 Elon Judged Israel 10 years. 
v. 13 Abdon Judged Israel 8 years. 

Chapter 13 Samson’s Birth 
v. 1 Israel sinned and he Philistines Ruled over them for 40 Years. 
v. 3 The Angel of  Yahweh.  
v. 4-5 The Child Shall be a Nazarite. 
v. 18 The Angel’s Name is “Wonderful,” (see Isa 9:6). 
v. 24 Samson born. 
v. 25 The Holy Spirit begins to move on Samson. 

Chapter 14 Samson’s Betrothal to a Philistine  
v. 1-4 Samson chooses a Philistine rather than an Israelite to Marry. 
v. 6 The Holy Spirit empowered him to kill a lion with his hands. 
v. 12 Seven day Wedding Feast. 
v. 19 The Holy Spirit empowered him to kill 30 men.


