
Jeremiah 37 - 52 and Lamentations 

Chapter 37 Jeremiah in prison.  (approx 588 BC) 
v. 1-10 Jeremiah prophetically explains that Egypt will be no help. 
v. 11-14 During a lull in the invasion, Jeremiah was accused of  trying to defect. 
v. 15 Jeremiah is beaten and incarcerated.   
v. 16-21 King Zedekiah came to Jeremiah in prison for a “Word” and spared him. 

Chapter 38 Jeremiah’s situation gets even worse. 
v. 1-4 A group of  leaders asked Zedekiah for permission to execute Jeremiah.  
v. 5-6 Zedekiah gives Jeremiah into their hands and they throw him in a pit. 
v. 7-13 An Ethiopian eunuch named Ebedmelech rescues Jeremiah.  
v. 14-23 Zedekiah comes seeking a word from Yahweh. 
v. 24-28 Sneaky King Zedekiah visits Jeremiah and tells him to lie. 

Chapter 39 The Fall of Jerusalem to Babylon in 586 BC 
v. 1-2 In 586 BC Babylon broke down the walls of  Jerusalem and burned the city. 
v. 4-5 Zedekiah tried to sneak away, but was captured.  
v. 6-7 Babylon slew Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, then put out his eyes. 

Ezekiel 12:13  I will spread my net for him, and he will be caught in my snare; I will 
bring him to Babylonia, the land of the Chaldeans, but he will not see it, and there he 
will die. NIV 

Jeremiah 34:3 You will not escape from his grasp but will surely be captured and given 
into his hands. You will see the king of Babylon with your own eyes, and he will speak 
with you face to face. And you will go to Babylon.  

Jeremiah 39:7 Then he put out Zedekiah's eyes and bound him with bronze shackles 
to take him to Babylon. (See 2 Kings 25:7) 

v. 11-14 Nebuchadnezzar gave specific instructions to spare Jeremiah.  Why? 
v. 15-18 Jeremiah prophesied deliverance to the Ethiopian eunuch Ebedmelech. 

Chapter 40 Jeremiah allied himself with Gedaliah the Governor. 
v. 1-4 The Captain of  Nebuchadnezzar’s guard gave Jeremiah free choices. 
v. 5-6 Jeremiah chose to go to Gedaliah, the new Governor of  Judah.  
v. 13-16 A plot to kill Gedaliah is exposed, but he doesn’t believe it. 

Chapter 41 Governor Gedaliah is killed, as an act against Babylon.  
v. 1-2 A prince named Ishmael murdered Governor Gedaliah. 
v. 10 Ishmael captured Zedekiah’s daughter’s.   
v. 11-18 Jewish forces led by Johanan pursued Ishmael.  



Chapter 42 Johanan seeks guidance from Jeremiah.  
v. 1-4 Johanan, leader of  Jewish captains, makes a prayer request for guidance. 
v. 4-6 Jeremiah tells them he must go seek the Lord’s will. 
v. 7-22 Jeremiah recommends submission to Babylon and warns about Egypt. 

Chapter 43 Jeremiah is taken to Egypt. 
v. 1-3 The captains claimed God hadn’t spoken through Jeremiah about Egypt. 
v. 4-7 Johanan took Zedekiah’s daughters, Jeremiah and Baruch to Egypt. 
v. 8-13 Jeremiah then prophesied that Nebuchadnezzar would conquer Egypt. 

Chapter 44 A prophecy is given to the Jews in Egypt in 586-584 BC 
v. 1-10 God was angry for Jews worshipping other Gods in Egypt.  
v. 11-14 The Jews will perish in Egypt, except a few who escape. 
v. 15-19 The men of  Judah in Egypt stubbornly refused to repent. 
v. 20-29 Jeremiah again prophesied judgement and destruction, but for a few. 
v. 29-30 Jeremiah gave “a sign” saying Egyptian Pharaoh-Hophra would be 
killed, which happened in 569 BC, before Babylon defeated Egypt. 

Chapter 45 Personal prophecy for Baruch from Jeremiah. (approx 604 BC) 
v. 1-2 Jeremiah gives a word of  encouragement to his faithful scribe. 
v. 5 The Lord says specifically that He will spare Baruch’s life. 

Chapter 46 Early prophecy concerning Egypt and Nebuchadnezzar. 
v. 1-2 The timing and setting for the prophecy is about 604-605 BC.  
v. 13 The prophecy saying that Babylon shall utterly defeat Egypt. 
v. 24 & 26 Egypt will be delivered into the hands of  Babylon.  
v. 27-28 Israel shall yet be restored at the point when God judges the Nations. 

Chapter 47 Prophecy against the Philistines.  
v. 1-2 Judgement will come from the North, speaking of  Babylon.  

Chapter 48 Prophecy against Moab predicting its destruction. 
v. 1-5 Moab shall be destroyed. 
v. 7 They have trusted in their false god Chemosh. 
v. 16 & 18 Moab’s spoiler is coming quickly.  
v. 42 Moab will be destroyed as a people group. 
v. 47 In the last days the Lord will bring back the inhabitants of  Moab. 

Chapter 49 Prophecy against the Ammonites and others. 
v. 1-2 Israel will inherit the land of  the Ammonites. (Note: this hasn’t happened yet.) 
v. 6 Afterwards the Lord will bring back the captives of  Ammon. 
v. 16 Perhaps a reference to Petra? 
v. 23-27 A prophecy concerning Damascus.  
v. 34-39 Word of  the Lord concerning Elam/Iran. 



Chapter 50 Prophecy against Babylon.  
v. 1-3 Persia will come from the north to destroy Babylon.  
v. 9-13 The Lord will bring His wrath on Babylon and why. 
v. 19-20 Yahweh will restore Israel and forgive her sins. 

Chapter 51 Prophecy against Babylon continued.  
v. 1 The Lord will send a destroying wind. 
v. 5 Israel hasn’t been forsaken. 
v. 7-11 The Lord used Babylon but now He will send the Medes against them. 
v. 20-24 The Lord will do to Babylon what they did to Zion. 
v. 59-64 A Prophetic act concerning the vehicle of  Babylon’s destruction.  

Chapter 52 Historical Postscript and final recap. 
v. 17-20 A list of  Temple treasures carried away to Babylon.  



Lamentations  

Traditional Author: Jeremiah, shortly after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 
  
General Content: Poetry expressed as a funeral dirge.  Rabbinic and Talmudic writers refer to 
the book by its first word, “How” or by the name  "dirges" or "laments." The Septuagint gives a 
prefix: "And it came to pass, after Israel was taken captive, and Jerusalem made desolate, that 
Jeremiah sat weeping, and lamented with this lamentation over Jerusalem.” The book consists 
of 5 individual lamentations, each forming a chapter. The first 4 are marked by acrostic use of the 
Hebrew alphabet. Many Psalms, 2 Samuel and all Prophetic Books except, Haggai include 
laments. Orthodox Jews read it on the 9th of Ab, to commemorate the destruction of the Temple 
in 586BC and 70AD.  
 
Chapter 1 Jerusalem is personified as a grieving widow. 
v. 1-6 A terrible list of  the condition of  “her” affliction. 
v. 8-9 The cause of  her spectacular fall. 
v. 16 The City weeps for her sorrows. 

Jeremiah 9:1 Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I 
would weep day and night for the slain of my people.  

v. 18-22 The grieving widow vindicates her righteous God for His Judgement.  

Chapter 2 Jerusalem is now portrayed as the Daughter of Zion. 
v. 1-4 The Daughter of  Zion has been covered with the Lord’s anger. 
v. 10-11 Jeremiah’s observations and tears. 
v. 20-22 Jeremiah calls on Yahweh to consider what He’s done to Jerusalem. 

Chapter 3 Jeremiah now speaks from the perspective of a witness. 
v. 1 The writer declares himself  to be an eyewitness.  
v. 14 Jeremiah reminds us that the people wouldn’t receive his prophetic words. 
v. 22-25 In the midst of  this tragedy, Jeremiah speaks hope and faith in Yahweh. 
v. 40-41 He calls on the people to repent and turn toward God. 
v. 48-49 The weeping prophet speaks of  his continual sorrow.  
v. 52-56 He remembers how God delivered him from the pit and the dungeon. 

Chapter 4 Zion’s great reproach.  
v. 1-2 The condition of  sons of  Zion is compared to gold being treated like dirt. 
v. 6 Jerusalem’s punishment is worse than that of  Sodom. 

Chapter 5 A heartfelt cry for the Lord to remember their condition. 
v. 1-15 Remember us Lord and consider our reproach.  
v. 19-22 It ends on a very sad and disheartening note of  Zion’s sense of  utter 
rejection by God.


