
Introduction to Jeremiah  

Traditional Author: Jeremiah, perhaps as recorded by his scribe Baruch.  

Approximate Time of Writing: 626 - 586 BC He was a contemporary of Daniel - 605-530 BC 
and Ezekiel - 593-571 BC. This writer is also credited with Lamentations. 

General Content: Historical Narrative and Prophecy. Jeremiah lived and ministered in 
Jerusalem about one hundred years after Isaiah. He prophesied that the Lord would allow Judah 
to be conquered by Babylon and carried into exile and captivity if they did not repent and turn 
toward God. His words of warning went unheeded and these events came to pass. The people did 
not believe Jeremiah’s words until they were proven true by the destruction of his beloved city 
Jerusalem. He also told Babylon and the other nations God had used to judge Israel that they 
would one day be judged for their harsh treatment of God’s people. Like his predecessor Isaiah, 
Jeremiah gave the people many words of hope in their future Messiah. The prophecy is not 
written in chronological order. 

Jeremiah was a young priest when he began his prophetic ministry. 
His ministry started 627-626 BC and lasted until 586-581 BC, approx. 40 years. 
Assyria had conquered Israel in 722 BC and influenced Judah since that time. 
King Josiah brought reformation and revival to Judah around 621 BC. (2 Kg 22-23) 
King Josiah was killed in a battle with Egypt in 609 BC. 
Josiah’s son Jehoahaz, ruled as King for 90 days. 
Josiah’s son Jehoiakim was installed by Egypt as a puppet King. 
Judah fell to Babylon in three major stages, 605, 597 and 586BC. 

Key Verses: 
Jer 23:28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream, but let the one who has my word 
speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?" declares the Lord. 29 "Is not my word 
like fire," declares the Lord, "and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? NIV 

This book gives us the OT’s clearest words concerning the New Covenant.  
Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32 Not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which 
my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 33 But this shall 
be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more. KJV 



Chapter 1 The Call of Jeremiah. 
v. 2-3 Kings Josiah, Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah, 526-586BC. 
v. 4-10 The Call and Commission of  Jeremiah. (About 24 years old) 
v. 17-19 The Lord is establishing Jeremiah against the Kings of  Judah. 

Chapter 2 God’s case against Judah and Jerusalem.  
v. 1-2 Israel was betrothed to Yahweh. 
v. 11-13 Judah has rejected Yahweh for idols. 
v. 27-28 The vanity of  idolatry.  

Chapter 3 Spiritually adulterous people. 
v. 1-2 God was the faithful Husband and Israel the unfaithful Wife. 

Jer 3:1 "If a man divorces his wife and she leaves him and marries another man, should 
he return to her again? Would not the land be completely defiled? But you have lived as 
a prostitute with many lovers— would you now return to me?" declares the LORD. NIV 

v. 8-11 Judah has become more adulterous than Israel, her northern sister. 
Jer 3:8 I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all 
her adulteries. Yet I saw that her unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out 
and committed adultery. 9 Because Israel's immorality mattered so little to her, she 
defiled the land and committed adultery with stone and wood. 10 In spite of all this, her 
unfaithful sister Judah did not return to me with all her heart, but only in pretense," 
declares the LORD. 11 The LORD said to me, "Faithless Israel is more righteous than 
unfaithful Judah. NIV 

v. 14-19 The Lord declares His commitment and ultimate plans for Israel.  
Jer. 3:20 But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you, Israel, have been 
unfaithful to me," declares the LORD. NIV 

Chapter 4 The Lord is bringing His Judgement. 
v. 1-2 If  Judah will repent, the Lord will yet relent. 
v. 6-7 Evil is coming from the North. 
v. 14 Oh Jerusalem wash your heart from wickedness.   

Chapter 5 The search for righteousness. 
v. 1 Is there even one righteous man left in Jerusalem? 

Jer 5:1 "Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around and consider, search 
through her squares. If you can find but one person who deals honestly and seeks the 
truth, I will forgive this city. NIV 

v. 12-13 The False Prophets have lied about the Lord. 
v. 14 The Lord will make His Word like Fire in Jeremiah’s mouth. 

Chapter 6 Benjamin is warned. 
v. 1 Jeremiah warns his own tribe of  pending judgement.  
v. 13 Everyone deals falsely. 



Chapter 7 Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon. 
v. 1-4 Don’t think God will preserve the Temple, no matter what. 
v. 8-11 Lying Prophets have failed to warn God’s people. 

Matt 21:13  "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' 
but you are making it 'a den of robbers.'" NIV 

v. 16 The Lord instructs Jeremiah not to pray for Judah. 
v. 29-30 Jerusalem is personified as a man with his head shaved in shame. 
v. 33-34 The streets of  Jerusalem will be empty and desolate.  

“Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe who hast created joy and 
gladness, bridegroom and bride, mirth and exultation, pleasure and delight, love, 
brotherhood, peace and fellowship. Soon may there be heard in the cities of Judah and in 
the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of joy and gladness, the voice of the bridegroom 
and the voice of the bride, the jubilant voice of bridegrooms from their canopies, and 
of youths from their feasts of song. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, who makest the 
bridegroom to rejoice with the bride.“ Lamm, The Jewish Way in Love and Marriage. 

Chapter 8 The people are backslidden. 
v. 4-5 The people refuse to repent and return to the Lord. 
v. 7 The birds know when to migrate away from danger, but Judah doesn’t.  
v. 18-22 The grief  of  Jeremiah is mixed with the Lord’s emotions.   

Jer 8:18 LORD, my heart is weak inside me. You comfort me when I'm sad. 19 Listen to 
the cries of my people from a land far away. They cry out, "Isn't the LORD in Zion? Isn't 
its King there anymore?" The LORD says, "Why have they made me so angry by 
worshiping their wooden gods? Why have they made me angry with their worthless 
statues of gods from other lands?" 20 The people say, "The harvest is over. The summer 
has ended. And we still haven't been saved." 21 My people are crushed, so I am crushed. 
I sob, and I am filled with horror. 22 Isn't there any healing lotion in Gilead? Isn't there a 
doctor there? Then why doesn't someone heal the wounds of my people? NIrV 

Chapter 9 The Weeping Prophet 
v. 1 Oh that my eyes were a fountain of  tears. 
v. 23-24 Delight is ultimately found in the knowledge of  God. 

Jer 9:23 This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the 
strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their riches, 24 but let the one who 
boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that I am the 
LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I 
delight," declares the LORD. NIV 

Chapter 10 Israel has adopted heathen practices and customs.  
v. 1-2 Hear the Word of  the Lord and don’t follow the ways of  the Gentiles.   
v. 3-4 Sounds like it could be a Christmas tree description.   
v. 23-25 Jeremiah prays again. 



Chapter 11 The broken Covenant.  
v. 1 - 13 Judah has rebelled and gone after idols.  
v. 14 Therefore, God told Jeremiah not to pray for them. 
v. 19 I was like a lamb brought to the slaughter.  

Chapter 12 The Lord’s pending judgement.  
v. 1 - 17 Jeremiah asks the Lord how long He would delay judgement.  

Chapter 13 Prophetic Act of the Linen sash. 
v. 1-8 The Lord tells His prophet to put a sash around his waste and ruin it. 
v. 9-11 The interpretation is given concerning Judah. 
v. 27 Spiritual whoredom and adultery.  

Chapter 14 Droughts and famine. 
v. 1 - 6 No rain and the reasons why. 
v. 11 Jeremiah is again told not to pray for his people. 
v. 13-16 The false prophets.   

Chapter 15 The Lord will not relent from pending judgement.   
v. 1 Even if  Moses and Samuel interceded for Judah now it would be too late. 
v. 2-5 Judah and Jerusalem will now be judged for the sins of  King Manassas.   

Note: Manassas reigned 58 years and died approximately 643 BC. 

Chapter 16 Jeremiah was not allowed a normal life. 
v. 1-3 The Lord forbid Jeremiah from marrying as a sign of  pending judgement.  
v. 9 The four voices shall cease. 
v. 14-16 The Day will come when God will renew Israel more than at the Exodus. 

Chapter 17 Judah’s sins. 
v. 1 Sins of  Judah written with an iron pen. 
v. 5-8 Judah trusted everything but God. 
v. 9 - 13 The Wicked heart.  

Chapter 18 The Potter’s House prophesy.  
v. 1-2 The Lord commanded Jeremiah to go to a potter to hear a “word.” 
v. 3-17 The Prophetic Word and the explanation.  
v. 18-23 Jeremiah then prayed and agreed with God’s Judgement.  

Chapter 19 Prophetic act of the broken bottle. 
v. 1 - 15 The Lord gave Jeremiah unusual instructions which he carried out. 

Chapter 20 Jeremiah’s opposition comes out in force. 
v. 1 - 6 A Temple leader named Pashur beat Jeremiah.  
v. 7-15 Jeremiah complained to God, who’s word was like fire in his bones. 



Chapter 21 The siege of Jerusalem is about to begin. 
v. 1 -3 King Zedekiah comes to Jeremiah asking him to pray. 
v. 4 - 10 God will deliver Zedekiah and His people to Babylon.  

Chapter 22 Jeremiah prophesied Judgement to the King. 
v. 1 - 5 Jeremiah gives the king two options with two different outcomes. 
v. 7 - 9 The Nations will Hear of  God’s wrath. 

Chapter 23 Messianic Prophecy and False versus Real Prophets. 
v. 1 - 4 Charges against the false shepherds.  
v. 5 - 8 The Branch of  the Lord. 
v. 9 - 17 Judgement on the false prophets.  
v. 18 - 28 The Prophets and the last days council of  God. 
v. 29 The Word of  God is like fire and a hammer. 
v. 30 - 40 More on false prophecy and false prophets.  

Chapter 24 The Prophetic figs. 
v. 1 - 10 Jeremiah saw a vision of  two baskets of  figs, representing Judah. 
v. 2 - 7 The destiny of  the good figs. 
v. 8 - 10 The destiny of  the bad figs. 

Chapter 25 God’s year’s of Warning and His terms of Judgement.  
v. 1 The timing is set at 604 BC, the 4th year of  the reign of  Jehoiakim. 
v. 2 - 7 The Lord used Jeremiah 23 years to warn Judah, but they wouldn’t listen. 
v. 8 - 11 Therefore they would go into captivity for 70 years. 

2 Ch 36:20  He carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who escaped from the sword, 
and they became servants to him and his successors until the kingdom of Persia came to 
power. 21 The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the time of its desolation it rested, 
until the seventy years were completed in fulfillment of the word of the LORD 
spoken by Jeremiah. NIV 

v. 15 - 38 Unusual Prophetic “wine cup” of  God’s wrath on the Nations.  

Chapter 26 The arrest and trial of Jeremiah.  
v. 1 The timing is set at 608 BC, the beginning of  the reign of  Jehoiakim.  
v. 2 - 7 God tells Jeremiah to stand in front of  the Temple and preach. 
v. 8 - 24 The priests, the prophets and authorities call for his arrest. 

Chapter 27 Jeremiah urges submission to Babylon  
v. 1 - 3 Another Prophetic act, this time making symbolic yokes of  bondage. 
v. 6 - 12 Interpreted as what Nebuchadnezzar was about to do to them all. 
v. 21 - 22 The Temple treasures will be carried to Babylon.  

Chapter 28 Hananiah the false prophet responds. 
v. 1 The timing is set at 597 BC, the beginning of  the reign of  Zedekiah. 



v. 2 - 4 False prophecy, “within 2 years Yahweh will return the Temple treasure.” 
v. 5 - 9 Jeremiah responds with the Prophetic death of  Hananiah. 
v. 10 - 11 Hananiah responds violently.  
v. 12 - 17 The Lord’s final words to Hananiah.  

Chapter 29 Warning about false prophets.  
v. 1 - 10 Jeremiah writes a letter that contradicts the false prophets and tells 
Judah to submit to Babylon for 70 years. 
v. 11 - 14 Precious promises.  
v. 15 - 32 False prophets and their supporters will be punished.  

Chapter 30 Jacob’s Trouble 
v. 1 - 2 Jeremiah instructed to write down his prophecy.  
v. 3 A Word is given concerning Israel and Judah’s return to the land. 
v. 6 This sounds like a man giving birth to a child. Druse believe this. 
v. 7 - 11 Prophetic Word on Jacob’s Trouble and Israel’s salvation. (See NIV) 

Dan 12:1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince who standeth for the 
children of thy people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time; and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book. JPS  

Chapter 31 The New Covenant. 
v. 1 At the same time (in the latter days) Yahweh will again be God over Israel. 
v. 2 - 9 Israel shall return to the land from all over the earth. 
v. 15 This is quoted in Matt 2:17 concerning Herod’s attempt to kill baby Jesus. 
v. 31-34 The OT’s clearest words concerning the New Covenant. (See Eze 11:19-20) 

Jer 31:31  "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new 
covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the 
covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them," declares the 
LORD. 33 "This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time," 
declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will 
be their God, and they will be my people. NIV 

Chapter 32 Jeremiah buys a field in 587 BC 
v. 1 - 5 Jeremiah is imprisoned by Zedekiah and still prophesied. 
v. 6 - 9 The “Word” is then confirmed, then responded to. 
v. 10 - 44 In the face of  Jerusalem’s destruction, Jeremiah hides the deed. 

Chapter 33 Jeremiah received another prophesy while in prison.   
v. 4 - 11 Israel and Jerusalem shall be restored and the  4 voices will be heard. 
v. 15 - 16 At that time the Branch shall save Israel. 
v. 17 - 26 The Lord affirms His everlasting Davidic Covenant.   



Chapter 34 Strong Warning for Zedekiah.  
v. 1-5 Zedekiah will be captured by Nebuchadnezzar, but will die in peace. 
v. 8-11 The Lord released the servants and slaves. 
v. 12-14 The hadn’t observed the Sabbath years by setting the bound free. 
v. 15-22 Destroyers are coming to Jerusalem and surrounding cities.  

Chapter 35 The Example of the Rechabites. (Not in chronological order) 
v. 1-2 Jeremiah is instructed to offer the Rechabites wine in the Temple.   
v. 6-8 They refused because their ancestors told then never to drink. 
v. 12-17 Yahweh then contrasted the obedience of  the Rechabites with Judah. 
v. 18-19 The God blessed the Rechabites for their obedience.   

Chapter 36 Jeremiah instructed Baruch to write a scroll. (approx 605 BC) 
v. 1-2 Record 23 years of  Jeremiah’s prophecies.   
v. 3-19 Baruch recorded them, then was instructed to read it to the authorities. 
v. 20-26 The authorities burnt the scroll and tried to arrest Jeremiah and Baruch.   
v. 27-32 The Lord had Jeremiah rewrite the scroll.  

Chapter 37 Jeremiah in prison.  (approx 588 BC) 
v. 1-10 Jeremiah prophetically explains that Egypt will be no help. 
v. 11-14 During a lull in the invasion, Jeremiah was accused of  trying to defect. 
v. 15 Jeremiah is beaten and incarcerated.   
v. 16-21 King Zedekiah came to Jeremiah in prison for a “Word” and spared him. 

Chapter 38 Jeremiah’s situation gets even worse. 
v. 1-4 A group of  leaders asked Zedekiah for permission to execute Jeremiah.  
v. 5-6 Zedekiah gives Jeremiah into their hands and they throw him in a pit. 
v. 7-13 An Ethiopian eunuch named Ebedmelech rescues Jeremiah.  
v. 14-23 Zedekiah comes seeking a word from Yahweh. 
v. 24-28 Sneaky King Zedekiah visits Jeremiah and tells him to lie. 

Chapter 39 The Fall of Jerusalem to Babylon in 586 BC 
v. 1-2 In 586 BC Babylon broke down the walls of  Jerusalem and burned the city. 
v. 4-5 Zedekiah tried to sneak away, but was captured.  
v. 6-7 Babylon slew Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, then put out his eyes. 
v. 11-14 Nebuchadnezzar gave specific instructions to spare Jeremiah.  Why? 
v. 15-18 Jeremiah prophesied deliverance to the Ethiopian eunuch Ebedmelech. 

Chapter 40 Jeremiah allied himself with Gedaliah the Governor. 
v. 1-4 The Captain of  Nebuchadnezzar’s guard gave Jeremiah free choices. 
v. 5-6 Jeremiah chose to go to Gedaliah, the new Governor of  Judah.  
v. 13-16 A plot to kill Gedaliah is exposed, but he doesn’t believe it. 



Chapter 41 Governor Gedaliah is killed, as an act against Babylon.  
v. 1-2 A prince named Ishmael murdered Governor Gedaliah. 
v. 10 Ishmael captured Zedekiah’s daughter’s.   
v. 11-18 Jewish forces led by Johanan pursued Ishmael.  

Chapter 42 Johanan seeks guidance from Jeremiah.  
v. 1-4 Johanan, leader of  Jewish captains, makes a prayer request for guidance. 
v. 4-6 Jeremiah tells them he must go seek the Lord’s will. 
v. 7-22 Jeremiah recommends submission to Babylon and warns about Egypt. 

Chapter 43 Jeremiah is taken to Egypt. 
v. 1-3 The captains claimed God hadn’t spoken through Jeremiah about Egypt. 
v. 4-7 Johanan took Zedekiah’s daughters, Jeremiah and Baruch to Egypt. 
v. 8-13 Jeremiah then prophesied that Nebuchadnezzar would conquer Egypt. 

Chapter 44 A prophecy is given to the Jews in Egypt in 586-584 BC 
v. 1-10 God was angry for Jews worshipping other Gods in Egypt.  
v. 11-14 The Jews will perish in Egypt, except a few who escape. 
v. 15-19 The men of  Judah in Egypt stubbornly refused to repent. 
v. 20-29 Jeremiah again prophesied judgement and destruction, but for a few. 
v. 29-30 Jeremiah gave “a sign” saying Egyptian Pharaoh-Hophra would be 
killed, which happened in 569 BC, before Babylon defeated Egypt. 

Chapter 45 Personal prophecy for Baruch from Jeremiah. (approx 604 BC) 
v. 1-2 Jeremiah gives a word of  encouragement to his faithful scribe. 
v. 5 The Lord says specifically that He will spare Baruch’s life. 

Chapter 46 Early prophecy concerning Egypt and Nebuchadnezzar. 
v. 1-2 The timing and setting for the prophecy is about 604-605 BC.  
v. 13 The prophecy saying that Babylon shall utterly defeat Egypt. 
v. 24 & 26 Egypt will be delivered into the hands of  Babylon.  
v. 27-28 Israel shall yet be restored at the point when God judges the Nations. 

Chapter 47 Prophecy against the Philistines.  
v. 1-2 Judgement will come from the North, speaking of  Babylon.  

Chapter 48 Prophecy against Moab predicting its destruction. 
v. 1-5 Moab shall be destroyed. 
v. 7 They have trusted in their false god Chemosh. 
v. 16 & 18 Moab’s spoiler is coming quickly.  
v. 42 Moab will be destroyed as a people group. 
v. 47 In the last days the Lord will bring back the inhabitants of  Moab. 



Chapter 49 Prophecy against the Ammonites and others. 
v. 1-2 Israel will inherit the land of  the Ammonites. (Note: this hasn’t happened yet.) 
v. 6 Afterwards the Lord will bring back the captives of  Ammon. 
v. 16 Perhaps a reference to Petra? 
v. 23-27 A prophecy concerning Damascus.  
v. 34-39 Word of  the Lord concerning Elam/Iran. 

Chapter 50 Prophecy against Babylon.  
v. 1-3 Persia will come from the north to destroy Babylon.  
v. 9-13 The Lord will bring His wrath on Babylon and why. 
v. 19-20 Yahweh will restore Israel and forgive her sins. 

Chapter 51 Prophecy against Babylon continued.  
v. 1 The Lord will send a destroying wind. 
v. 5 Israel hasn’t been forsaken. 
v. 7-11 The Lord used Babylon but now He will send the Medes against them. 
v. 20-24 The Lord will do to Babylon what they did to Zion. 
v. 59-64 A Prophetic act concerning the vehicle of  Babylon’s destruction.  

Chapter 52 Historical Postscript and final recap. 
v. 17-20 A list of  Temple treasures carried away to Babylon.  



Lamentations  

Traditional Author: Jeremiah, shortly after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 
  
General Content: Poetry expressed as a funeral dirge.  Rabbinic and Talmudic writers refer to 
the book by its first word, “How” or by the name  "dirges" or "laments." The Septuagint gives a 
prefix: "And it came to pass, after Israel was taken captive, and Jerusalem made desolate, that 
Jeremiah sat weeping, and lamented with this lamentation over Jerusalem.” The book consists 
of 5 individual lamentations, each forming a chapter. The first 4 are marked by acrostic use of the 
Hebrew alphabet. Many Psalms, 2 Samuel and all Prophetic Books except, Haggai include 
laments. Orthodox Jews read it on the 9th of Ab, to commemorate the destruction of the Temple 
in 586BC and 70AD.  
 
Chapter 1 Jerusalem is personified as a grieving widow. 
v. 1-6 A terrible list of  the condition of  “her” affliction. 
v. 8-9 The cause of  her spectacular fall. 
v. 16 The City weeps for her sorrows. 

Jeremiah 9:1 Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I 
would weep day and night for the slain of my people.  

v. 18-22 The grieving widow vindicates her righteous God for His Judgement.  

Chapter 2 Jerusalem is now portrayed as the Daughter of Zion. 
v. 1-4 The Daughter of  Zion has been covered with the Lord’s anger. 
v. 10-11 Jeremiah’s observations and tears. 
v. 20-22 Jeremiah calls on Yahweh to consider what He’s done to Jerusalem. 

Chapter 3 Jeremiah now speaks from the perspective of a witness. 
v. 1 The writer declares himself  to be an eyewitness.  
v. 14 Jeremiah reminds us that the people wouldn’t receive his prophetic words. 
v. 22-25 In the midst of  this tragedy, Jeremiah speaks hope and faith in Yahweh. 
v. 40-41 He calls on the people to repent and turn toward God. 
v. 48-49 The weeping prophet speaks of  his continual sorrow.  
v. 52-56 He remembers how God delivered him from the pit and the dungeon. 

Chapter 4 Zion’s great reproach.  
v. 1-2 The condition of  sons of  Zion is compared to gold being treated like dirt. 
v. 6 Jerusalem’s punishment is worse than that of  Sodom. 

Chapter 5 A heartfelt cry for the Lord to remember their condition. 
v. 1-15 Remember us Lord and consider our reproach.  
v. 19-22 It ends on a very sad and disheartening note of  Zion’s sense of  utter 
rejection by God.


