
Isaiah 41 - 53 

Isaiah 41 - 53 The Servant Songs 
Special Note: Isaiah 41-53 are known as the “Servant Songs,” where the nation of Israel 
and the future Messiah are called God’s Servant. Those traditionally viewed as speaking 
about Jesus are found in Isa 42:1–9; Isa 49:1–13; Isa 50:4–11; and Isa 52:13—53:12. 

Chapter 41 Israel, the Lord’s Servant, will be restored. 
v. 2 A prophecy about a “righteous man from the east.” 
v. 8-10 Israel portrayed as the Lord’s Servant.   
v. 20 Why God foretold Israel’s Future.  

Chapter 42 Another Servant is revealed and contrasted with the first. 
v. 1-9 First “Servant Song” about Jesus. He will bring salvation to everyone. 

Matt 12:17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 18  "Here 
is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit 
on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 19 He will not quarrel or cry out; no 
one will hear his voice in the streets. 20 A bruised reed he will not break, and a 
smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he has brought justice through to victory. 21 In 
his name the nations will put their hope." NIV 

v. 18-20 A different Servant who is disobedient.  
v. 24-25 God was angry with Jacob because of  their disobedience. 

Chapter 43 Israel is intended as God’s Servant Witness. 
v. 1-4 God is watching over Israel and He is with them. 
v. 5-6 God will regather the Jews from all nations.   
v. 10  "You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and my servant whom I have 
chosen, NIV 

Acts 1:8   But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth." NIV 

v. 18-21 God is going to do a new thing for Israel. 

Chapter 44 Jacob my Servant. 
v. 1-2 God has plans for the descendants of  Jacob. 
v. 9-20 Comments on idols that men form. 
v. 21-24 Comments on God’s Servant that He formed. 
v. 28 The first prophetic word naming the future Persian King Cyrus. 

Chapter 45 King Cyrus  
v. 1-3 God calls Cyrus by name approximately 150 years before his birth. 
v. 4-6 God did this as a sign to His Servant Jacob. 
v. 13 The future King Cyrus will let the captive Jews go free from Persia. 



v. 23b. Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. 
Phil. 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, NIV 

Chapter 46 More Comments on Idols. 
v. 1-5 God carries Israel. 
v. 6-7 Israel carries idols. 

Chapter 47 God will judge Babylon.  
v. 1-6 God was angry with Judah, but Babylon took it too far. 

Chapter 48 A distant prophecy concerning Israel’s return. 
v. 20 Israel will “go forth” from Babylon, foretold 200 years in advance. 

Chapter 49 A new Servant speaks. (v. 1-9 Second “Servant Song” about Jesus.) 
v. 1-3 God’s Servant was formed by Him. 
v. 5-9 God will raise up His Servant to bring salvation to Israel and All Nations.   
v. 22 The Gentiles will come to the Lord. 

Chapter 50 Messianic Servant (v. 4-11 Third “Servant Song” about Jesus.) 
v. 6 Jesus gave His back to the smiters and they spit in his face. 

Chapter 51 A future time of comfort is coming to Zion. 
v. 11 The redeemed of  the Lord will return to Zion with everlasting joy. 

Chapter 52 The Messiah as Suffering Servant. 
v. 13-15 Begins the Forth “Servant Song” about Jesus.  

Matt 12:18 "Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I 
delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 19 He 
will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. 20 A bruised reed he 
will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, NIV 

Isa 52:13-53:12 is one of  the most concise “words” about Jesus ever given. 

Chapter 53 The most important prophecy in scripture about Jesus. 
v. 2 The “root” of  David that isn’t recognized as desirable and beautiful.  
v. 3 He was despised and rejected. 
v. 4 He carried our sicknesses. (See Matt 8:17) 
v. 5 He was pierced for our transgressions and by His stripes we are healed. 
v. 6 Yahweh laid our iniquity on Him. 
v. 7 He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter. 
v. 9 He made His grave with the wicked. 
v. 10 It pleased the Lord to make Him an offering for sin. 
v. 11 Yahweh’s Righteous Servant shall justify many. 
v. 12 The “Suffering Servant” pored out His soul and bore the sins of  many.


