
Isaiah 

Traditional Author: Isaiah, a priest related to Judah’s royalty; first cousin of King Uzziah. 
His name means “the salvation of the Lord.”  Hitchcock's Bible Names Dictionary 

Approximate Time of Writing: 740 – 680 B.C. 

General Content: Historical Narrative, Prophecy and Poetry.  Isaiah is one of the best 
known of the writing prophets. He lived and prophesied from approximately 740 BC to 680 BC 
during the Assyrian conquest of the Northern Kingdom. His prayers and advice to King 
Hezekiah turned back the Assyrian armies at the very gates of Jerusalem and spared Judah from 
the fate of their brothers in the north.  His ministry was located primarily in Judah, but it also had 
implications for Israel and the rest of the world. After the fall of the Northern Kingdom, he 
shifted his focus to words of comfort for Israel and Judah. According to “The Ascension of 
Isaiah”, he was martyred by Manassas by being sawn in two. This may have been the episode 
that’s mentioned in Hebrews 11:37. 
 His Messianic predictions are some of the clearest and most precise in the OT. Both 
Jesus and Paul quote Isaiah more than any other Old Testament book. In John 12:37-41, we learn 
that Isaiah saw Jesus. The NT relied heavily on quotes from Isaiah dealing with the Messiah as 
proof texts for Jesus’ fulfillment. Isaiah predicted the Messiah’s virgin birth in chap. 7 and his 
descent from King David in chap. 11. In the NT, Jesus is revealed to be the “suffering servant” of 
Isaiah’s Servant Songs (chaps. 42-55), including a very shocking description of his crucifixion in 
chap. 52-53. He also predicted what some Christians refer to as the Millennial Kingdom; when 
Christ shall rule and reign on Earth at His second coming. (chaps. 65-66). 

Background: The Divided Kingdom. King Solomon was succeeded by his foolish son 
Rehoboam. The northern 10 tribes of Israel then rebelled and made Jeroboam their King. The 
tribe of Benjamin merged with Judah, keeping Rehoboam as their king, and became the 
Southern Kingdom, known collectively as “Judah.” This Kingdom would last until 586 BC, 
with Jerusalem as it’s Capital. The remaining ten tribes formed the Northern Kingdom. They 
were  collectively known as “Israel” and “Ephraim.” Jeroboam established a system of idol 
worship involving two Golden Calves, which eventually brought destruction to the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel in 722 BC, at the hands of Assyria. 

1 Kings 12:26-33, 2 Kings 17:1-23, John 12:37-41, Hebrews 11:37 

2 Ch 26:22 The other events of Uzziah's reign, from beginning to end, are recorded by the 
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. NIV 

2 Chr 32:32 The other events of Hezekiah's reign and his acts of devotion are written in the 
vision of the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 33.. And 
Manasseh his son succeeded him as king. NIV 



Chapter 1 Isaiah brings a word of correction. 
v. 1 Four Kings of  Judah reigned during Isaiah’s ministry. 
v. 13 Stop bringing your meaningless offerings. 
v. 17 Learn what it means to do what is good. 
v. 18 Though your sins stain you like scarlet, I will whiten them like snow. 
v. 21 Jerusalem compared to a prostitute.  
v. 26 - 28 Restoration in the future Israel. 

Chapter 2 The “last days” Future of Jerusalem  
v. 2 In the last days, the mountain of  Yahweh’s temple will be raised up. 
v. 4 The UN uses part of  verse 4, “swords beaten into plows.” (See Micah 4:1-3) 

Isa 2:4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 
will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. NIV 

v. 5 - 21 First Great Judgement Speech. 
v. 19 People will hide in caves and holes in the ground. 

Rev 6:15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and 
everyone else, both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 
16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of 
him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! NIV 

Chapter 3 Judgment is Coming 
v. 16 - 23 May allude to Islam. (see NIV Translation) 

Chapter 4 Followup to Judgement  
v. 2-4  Messiah as “The Branch” enters the prophetic vernacular. 
v. 5 Return of  the Exodus cloud by day and pillar of  fire by night. 

Chapter 5 Israel is Yahweh’s Vineyard.   
Note: Vineyard (vv. 1–7), Song of Woes (vv. 8–23), and Song of Judgment (vv. 24–30).  

Chapter 6 Isaiah saw Jesus. (John 12:37-41) 
v. 1 Isaiah’s cousin King Uzziah died and then he saw Jesus. 
v. 8 - 11 The call of  Isaiah to shut the eyes and ears of  Israel until.. 

Note: This is one of the most frequently quoted prophecies in NT. (Matt 12:13-16, Mark 
4:11-12, Luke 8:10, John 12:37-41, Acts 28:26-28, Rom 11:7-12) 

Chapter 7 War and important Messianic prophecy  
v. 3 Isaiah’s son is named “Shearjashub” or “a Remnant shall return.” 
v. 14 Therefore the Lord himself  shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isa 8:10-14) 

Matt 1:23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. KJV 



Chapter 8 Specific prophecy concerning Assyria and Messiah. 
v. 1 Isaiah’s future son is named, “Mahershalalhashbaz“ or “Speed the spoil.” 
v. 3 Isaiah’s Wife was a prophetess. 
v. 14 He shall be a Stone for stumbling and rock of  offense. (Rom 9:33, 1 Pet 2:6-8) 

Chapter 9 Messianic Prophesy  
v.1b-2 in Galilee of  the nations.The people that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light: they that dwell in the land of  the shadow of  death, upon them hath 
the light shined.  

Matt 4:12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 
13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area 
of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 15 
"Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee 
of the Gentiles— 16 the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned." NIV 

v. 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of  Peace. 7 Of  the increase of  his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of  David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of  the LORD of  hosts will perform this. 

Chapter 10 Predictions about Assyria  
v. 5 Assyria is a tool for God’s Judgement.  
v. 12 Eventually the Lord will punish Assyria too. 
v. 15 Prediction about the fall of  Assyria for their arrogance.  

Chapter 11 Key Messianic Text on Seven-fold Spirit of God 
v. 1 Messiah is The Branch, that came out of  David’s father Jesse. 
v. 2 The Holy Spirit will rest on the Messiah. 
v. 3 The Messiah will not judge by what He sees and hears. 
v. 4 He will strike the earth with the rod of  his mouth.  

Rev. 19:15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the 
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. KJV 

v. 6 - 9 There will be a return to an Eden-like state for animals on earth.  
v. 10 The Gentiles will seek the Root of  Jesse. 

Rom 15:12 And again, Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will 
arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope." NIV 
Rev 22:16  "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I 
am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." NIV 

v. 16 A highway from Assyria for the Jews, with an exodus like The Exodus. 


