
Genesis 29 - 40 

Chapter 29 Rachel at the Well and Leah 
v. 1-10 Jacob finds Rachel at a well, just like Abraham’s servant found Rebekah 
v. 21-25 Jacob wakes up with Leah rather than Rachel. 

Bridal Customs 
1. The Bride Price for each is seven years of  labor 
2. Groom removes the bride’s Veil. 
3. Seven day wedding feast. (Gen.  29:27-28) 

v. 32 Reuben, son #1 born to Leah 
v. 33 Simeon, son #2 born to Leah 
v. 34 Levi, son #3 born to Leah 
v. 35 Judah, son #4 born to Leah (note: Jesus descended from Leah) 

Chapter 30 More Tribes of Israel Born 
v. 6 Dan, son #5 born to Bilhah (note: Jacob married her too. Gen 30:4) 
v. 8 Naphtali, son #6 born to Bilhah 
v. 11 Gad, son #7 born to Zilpah (note: Jacob married her too. Gen 30:9) 
v. 13 Asher, son #8 born to Zilpah 
v. 18. Issachar, son #9 born to Leah 
v. 20 Zebulun, son #10 born to Leah 
v. 21 Dinah, daughter born to Leah (see Genesis 34) 
v. 24 Joseph, son #11 born to Rachel (she had Benjamin, son #12, in Gen 35:18) 
v. 25-43 The streaked and spotted cattle (Heavenly plan, see Gen 31:10 dream) 

Chapter 31 Jacob and Laban 
v. 10-13 The Lord appears to Jacob in a dream.  
 The streaked and spotted cattle plan was revealed in a dream. 
v. 19 Rachel steals Laban’s idols. 
v. 42 and 53 The Fear of  Isaac. 

Chapter 32 Jacob wrestled with God and became Israel  
v. 24-30 Jacob (Supplanter) becomes Israel (Prince with God) Hosea 12:3-5 

Chapter 33 Jacob and Esau  
v. 20 El-elohe-Israel (God, the God of  Israel) 

Chapter 34 The Rape of Dinah 
v. 30 Simeon and Levi rebuked by Jacob forever... (see Gen 49:5-7) 

Chapter 35 Jacob Returns to Bethel 
v. 1 God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there. 
v. 8 Deborah dies, buried at Bethel. 
v. 9 God appears to Jacob. 
v. 10 Jacob’s name changed to Israel. (soldier of  God or contender with God) 
v. 16-18 Rachel gives birth to Benjamin.  



v. 19 Rachel dies, buried at Bethlehem. 
v. 22 Ruben lays with Jacob’s wife Bilhah. 
v. 29 Death of  Isaac at age 180. (note, Jacob and Esau are 120) 
  
 Chapter 36 The Family of Esau 
v. 1 The Generations of  Esau. 
v. 4 Eliphaz (Job 2:11 Eliphaz the Temanite) 
v. 28 Uz  (Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of  Uz, whose name was Job) 
v. 33 Is Jobab Job? 

Job 42:17 And Job died, an old man and full of days: ...his name before was Jobab;... 
And he himself was the son of his father Zare, one of the sons of Esau, ...Jobab, who 
is called Job, Septuagint  

Chapter 37 Joseph’s Dreams  
(note: Like Isaac, Joseph is a type of  Jesus in many different ways.) 

v. 2 The Generations of  Jacob. (The Generations of...for 10th time) 
v. 2-4 Joseph is 17. He is Jacob’s favorite son and destined to rule, like Jesus. 
v. 5-8 Joseph’s 1st Dream regarding his future. 
v. 9-11 Joseph’s 2nd Dream regarding his future.  
v. 19  Joseph sarcastically called “Master of  Dreams.”     
v. 20 Joseph rejected by his brothers, like Jesus. 
v. 23 Joseph’s special robe was taken and Jesus’ special robe was taken.  
v. 25 Joseph was taken down to Egypt, like Jesus was. 
v. 26 Judah delivers Joseph from death, but into bondage. 
v. 28  Joseph “sold” for 20 pieces of  silver, like Jesus sold for 30. 

Chapter 38 Judah and Tamar 
v. 29 & 30 Perez and Zarah (Gen 46:12) 

Ruth 4:12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto 
Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman. 

Matt 1:3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom;  

Chapter 39 Joseph and Potiphar 
v. 17 Joseph falsely accused, like Jesus. 
v. 20 Joseph wrongly charged and punished, like Jesus. 

Chapter 40 Joseph, the Butler and the Baker 
v. 5-23 The Dreams of  the Baker and Butler. 
v. 8  Dream Principal: Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God?” 
 Dream Principal: Dreams present truth through use of  familiar symbols.  
 Dream Principal: They dreamed about their own realm of  authority. 
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Principles for Interpreting Dreams from Joseph, the “Master of Dreams” 
 
Genesis 37:19 Behold, this dreamer cometh - literally, 'master of dreams;' JFB Commentary 
 
 
1) You must pray and seek the Lord for interpretation.   
 
Gen 40:8 …Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your 
dreams."   NIV 
 
2) You must then determine the central theme or main idea.  
 
Example: Joseph and his brothers were central to Gen 37:6-8  
 
• Most often only one theme or main idea is intended. 
• Many of the details may or may not be important. 
 
3) You must ask yourself “who is this dream for?”   
 
Most of the time the dream is for the person who receives it or for an area where they have 
authority. 
 
Examples: Joseph dreamed about himself and his family in Gen 37 
Pharaoh, as ruler of Egypt, dreamed for all of Egypt in Gen 41 
 
4) Most dreams are symbolic, so look at them symbolically.  
  
Example: Pharaoh standing by the Nile, dreams of cows and corn.  (Gen 41:1-7) 
 
5) The symbols will often come from the dreamer's life or images from the Bible.    
 
• What does this symbol mean to me?"    
• What is going on in your life when you actually receive the dream?   
• What comes to mind when you think of the symbols? 
 
Examples: Butler dreams of three branches, wine and Pharaoh’s cup. Gen 40 
  Baker dreams of three baskets of bread and birds eating them. Gen 40 
 
6) If you feel the dream is from the Lord, but no interpretation comes, hold on to it for 
later.  Keep it in mind for the Lord to show you the meaning and how to apply it. 
 
Gen 37:10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, "What 
is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to 
the ground before you?" 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in 
mind.  NIV 
 


