
Introduction to Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther 

Ezra 1 King Cyrus Issues the Decree to Rebuild the Temple. 
Note: 2 Chronicles 36:22 Parallels Ezra 1:1 exactly 

v. 1-4 Cyrus proclaims the 1st Jewish Return to Israel after captivity. 
v. 7-11 Cyrus returned the Temple Treasures Nebuchadnezzar took. 

Note: The Cyrus Cylinder 

Ezra 2 List of the Retuning Exiles and Zerubbabel. 
v. 64 Forty-two thousand Jews returned, plus 7000 servants.  

Ezra 3 The rebuilders start work on the Temple. 
v. 1-3 First The Altar for sacrifice is reestablished in its place. 
v. 8-10 The builders laid the foundation of  the Temple. 
v. 12-13 Mixed joy and grief. 

Ezra 4 Construction Stops 
v. 1-4 The indigenous people began to oppose them. 
v. 5-7 Kings Cyrus, Darius, Ahasuerus, and Artaxerxes. 
v. 8-16 Letter of  opposition to the Jews is sent to the King. 
v. 17-24 The King responds with a stop work order. 

Ezra 5 The Prophets Zechariah and Haggai Come. 
v. 1-2 About 17 years later prophetic instruction comes to build again. 
v. 3-7 Immediately opposition pops up and a letter is sent. 
v. 8 - 17 A copy of  the actual letter. 

Ezra 6 Persian King Darius Gives the OK to Build 
v. 1-12 Darius investigates and issues a new decree to rebuild. 
v. 15 The Temple was destroyed in 586 and rebuilt by 516 BC; 70 years. 
v. 19 They celebrated a Passover Festival in Jerusalem. 

Note: The Book of Esther probably covered the time between chapters 6 and 7. 

Ezra 7 The Second Return under Ezra came 50 to 80 years later. 
v. 6 Ezra was an expert in the teachings of  Moses. 
v. 10 God’s handiwork was on Ezra because he had a heart to Study and obey. 
v. 11-26 A copy of  the Decree that was issued by Artaxerxes. 

Ezra 8 The list of those who came in the second wave. 
v. 21-23 Ezra proclaimed a fast. 
v. 31 The Jews set out for their return to Jerusalem. 

Ezra 9 Intermarriage With Pagans is a big problem. 
v. 1-3 Accusation and Ezra’s response.  
v. 5-15 Ezra’s Prayer. 

Ezra 10 Ezra calls for Repentance and Reform 



Ezra 

Traditional Author: Ezra, a priest and the great-grandson of King Hilkiah. Written 
sometime after 440 B.C. 

General Content: Historical Narrative.  Ezra and Nehemiah appear as one book in the 
oldest available manuscripts. They detail the return of the Jews from Babylon and the rebuilding 
of the Temple and Jerusalem. As I’ve previously mentioned, the Book of Ezra seems intended to 
form a continuation to Chronicles. Contemporary with Nehemiah, Esther, Zechariah and 
Haggai. Note: King Artaxerxes was probably Queen Esther’s son or stepson. 

Key Verses: 
Isa 44:28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying 
to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 45:1 Thus saith 
the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; 
and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall 
not be shut; 2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces 
the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: 3 And I will give thee the treasures of 
darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which call 
thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I 
have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. KJV 

Jer 29:10 For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will 
visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. KJ 

Ezra 1:1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord 
spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a 
proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing: 2 "This is what Cyrus king of Persia 
says: "'The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has 
appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Anyone of his people among you 
— may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple 
of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem. '" NIV 

Ezra 4:5 And hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus 
king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 6 And in the reign of Ahasuerus, 
in the beginning of his reign, wrote they unto him an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah 
and Jerusalem. 7 And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest 
of their companions, unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in 
the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian tongue. NIV 

Ezra 9:13 And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great trespass, seeing 
that thou our God hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and hast given us such 
deliverance as this; KJV 



Nehemiah 

Traditional Author: Unknown, but possibly Ezra. 

Approximate Time of Writing: After 440 B.C. 

General Content: Historical Narrative. (see Ezra) This book focuses on the recorded 
thoughts, prayers and deeds of Nehemiah who governed Judah as they returned and rebuilt 
Jerusalem.  It contains many short prayers and some conversations between him and God. 
Nehemiah went from being the Persian King’s Cupbearer to serving as his Governor of 
Jerusalem. 

Approximate Timeline 
1. Isaiah 44-45 predicts Cyrus the King will rebuild Jerusalem.  730-725BC 
2. Israel is captured by Assyria      722BC 
3. Jeremiah prophesied Judah’s 70 years of captivity.    620BC 
4. Judah is captured by Babylon      606-586BC 
5. Daniel prays for return from captivity.     537-536BC 
6. Decree by Cyrus to return to Jerusalem and rebuild.               536BC 
7. Zerubbabel’s 1st group returns.      536BC 
8. Esther becomes Queen.       478BC 
9. Ezra sent to Jerusalem.       457BC 
10.Nehemiah sent to Jerusalem.       444BC 
11.Events from the books of Haggai and Zechariah.    457-432BC 
12.Approximate dates for Malachi.      450-400BC  

Key Verses: 
Neh 1:11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of 
your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting 
him favor in the presence of this man." I was cupbearer to the king. NIV 

Neh 2:4 The king said to me, "What is it you want?" Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I 
answered the king, "If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him 
send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it." NIV 

Neh 4:4 Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. 
Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their 
sins from your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders.  NIV 

Neh 6:15 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 When all 
our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-
confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God.  NIV 



Esther 

Traditional Author: Unknown, perhaps written by Esther’s cousin Mordecai? 
Est 9:20a Mordecai recorded these events… NIV 

Approximate Time of Writing: Written sometime after 460 B.C. 

General Content: Historical Narrative. The book of Esther presents the marriage of Esther 
the Jew to the King of Persia and the Lord’s protection of the Jewish people through her 
intervention.  It is also a wonderful prophetic picture of the Bride of Christ. May have also been 
intended to encourage the Jewish people to remain true to their faith and to demonstrate to all 
believers that God is often working in our lives behind the scenes, even when we do not know it. 
The term “God” is never used in this book. It gives us the origin and early history of the Jewish 
Festival of Purim.   

“The king’s name “Ahasuerus” is derived from a Hebrew translation of his Persian name.  
“Xerxes” is used in many translations and it comes from the Greek version of his Persian name. 
Gesenius tells us that the Persian name means “lion king.” Gesenius Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon 
of the Old Testament 

Types found in Esther for the Bride of Christ:  
Esther - Bride of Christ 
King Ahasuerus – King Jesus Christ 
Haman – Satan 
Mordecai and Heggai - Holy Spirit 
9 Feasts - Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

Key Verses: 
Est 1:1 IT WAS in the days of Ahasuerus [Xerxes], the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to 
Ethiopia over 127 provinces. AMP 

Est 3:5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was 
enraged. 6 Yet having learned who Mordecai's people were, he scorned the idea of killing only 
Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai's people, the Jews, 
throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 7 In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first 
month, the month of Nisan, they cast the pur (that is, the lot) in the presence of Haman to select a 
day and month. NIV 

Est 4:14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from 
another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have 
come to royal position for such a time as this?" 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 
"Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three 
days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, 
even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish." NIV


