


Ecclesiastes 


Chapter 1 The Problem, “Life is meaningless without God.” 
v. 1 The author is the son of  King David identified as “the Preacher.” 

Ecc1:2 Vapor of vapors and futility of futilities, says the Preacher. Vapor of vapors and 
futility of futilities! All is vanity (emptiness, falsity, and vainglory). AMP 

v. 2-11 Life seems to be futile and meaningless.   
v. 12 The Author/Preacher was the King ruling from Jerusalem.  

Chapter 2 Solomon’s search for happiness and meaning without God. 
v. 1 The author’s plan was to sample everything life could offer in his search. 

Ecc 2:3 I wanted to find out what was best for us during the short time we have on this 
earth. So I decided to make myself happy with wine and find out what it means to be 
foolish, without really being foolish myself. ...15 Finally, I said to myself, "Being wise 
got me nowhere! The same thing will happen to me that happens to fools. Nothing 
makes sense. 16 Wise or foolish, we all die and are soon forgotten." 17 This made me 
hate life. Everything we do is painful; it's just as senseless as chasing the wind. CEV 
Ecc 2:10 I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. NIV 

Chapter 3 For everything there is a time and a season. 
v. 1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the 
heaven:  

Ecc 3:1 There is a time for everything.  
There's a time for everything that is done on earth.  
2 There is a time to be born. And there's a time to die.  
There is a time to plant. And there's a time to pull up what is planted.  
3 There is a time to kill. And there's a time to heal.  
There is a time to tear down. And there's a time to build up.  
4 There is a time to cry. And there's a time to laugh.  
There is a time to be sad. And there's a time to dance.  
5 There is a time to scatter stones. And there's a time to gather them.  
There is a time to hug. And there's a time not to hug. 
6 There is a time to search. And there's a time to stop searching.  
There is a time to keep. And there's a time to throw away.  
7 There is a time to tear. And there's a time to mend.  
There is a time to be silent. And there's a time to speak. 
8 There is a time to love. And there's a time to hate.  
There is a time for war. And there's a time for peace. NIrV 
Ecc 3:11b. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God 
has done from beginning to end. NIV 

v. 22 I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his 
own works; for that is his portion: KJV 



Chapter 4 -11 Various Musings and Proverbs Concerning life. 
Ecc 5:19 Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to 
enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God. NIV 
Ecc 6:9  Better what the eye sees than the roving of the appetite. This too is meaningless, 
a chasing after the wind. NIV 
Ecc 7:14 When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider this: God 
has made the one as well as the other. Therefore, no one can discover anything about 
their future. NIV  
Ecc 7:15 In this meaningless life of mine I have seen both of these: the righteous 
perishing in their righteousness, and the wicked living long in their wickedness. NIV 

7:20 Original Sin:  
Ecc:7:20 Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does what is 
right and never sins. NIV 
Ecc 8:11 When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, people's hearts are 
filled with schemes to do wrong. NIV 
Ecc 9:11 I have seen something else under the sun: The race is not to the swift or the 
battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to 
the learned; but time and chance happen to them all. NIV 
Ecc 11:9 Be cheerful and enjoy life while you are young! Do what you want and find 
pleasure in what you see. But, don't forget that God will judge you for everything you 
do. CEV 

Chapter 12 Conclusion  
v. 1-8 The aging process. 

Ecc 12:1 Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble 
come and the years approach when you will say, "I find no pleasure in them"— 2 before 
the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after 
the rain; 3 when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men stoop, when the 
grinders cease because they are few, and those looking through the windows grow dim; 4 
when the doors to the street are closed and the sound of grinding fades; when people rise 
up at the sound of birds, but all their songs grow faint; 5 when people are afraid of 
heights and of dangers in the streets; when the almond tree blossoms and the grasshopper 
drags itself along and desire no longer is stirred. Then people go to their eternal home 
and mourners go about the streets. 6 Remember him—before the silver cord is severed, 
and the golden bowl is broken; before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, and the wheel 
broken at the well, 7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit 
returns to God who gave it. 8 "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. 
"Everything is meaningless!" NIV 

v. 9-14 Meaning for your life can only be found in God. 
Ecc 13b. Respect and obey God! This is what life is all about. CEV 
Ecc 13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind. 14 For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. NIV




