
Daniel 5 - 8 

Chapter 5 Belshazzar and the Hand Writing on the Wall. (539 BC) 
v. 1-4 Drunks feasting and drinking from Yahweh’s sacred vessels. 

Daniel 5:11 There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in 
him. In the time of your father he was found to have insight and intelligence and wisdom 
like that of the gods. Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him chief of the 
magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners. 12 He did this because Daniel, whom 
the king called Belteshazzar, was found to have a keen mind and knowledge and 
understanding, and also the ability to interpret dreams, explain riddles and solve difficult 
problems. Call for Daniel, and he will tell you what the writing means." NIV 

v. 5 A supernatural hand appears before King Belshazzar and writes on the wall. 
v. 6-9 The king calls for wise men to interpret the meaning, but they cannot.  
v. 10-12 The Queen remembered Danial and recommended him. 
v. 13-14 The King had heard that the Spirit of  God was in Daniel. Amen! 
v. 15-16 The King offered Daniel the 3rd most powerful position in his kingdom. 
v. 17-24 Daniel rebuked the King for his pride and refused his gifts, but agreed to 
interpret the meaning of  the hand and it’s writing.  
v. 25-28 “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN“ is traditionally translated from Aramaic 
as, “numbered, numbered, weighed and divided,” but there is disagreement. 

Note: This is where we get the colloquial phrase “the writing on the wall”. 
v. 30-31 That same night Babylon was defeated and Belshazzar was slain. 

Note: Babylon was considered impregnable. It’s walls were 87 feet thick and 350’ high. 
It was reputedly breached by the Persian army going under the wall through a 
temporarily damed water source, on the same night of this chapter. 

Chapter 6 Daniel in the Lion’s Den. (approximately 539 BC) 
v. 1-3 The Medeo-Persian King Darius makes Danial a top government official.  
v. 4-8 Other jealous officials plotted Danial’s destruction in the lion’s den. 
v. 9 Darius unwittingly, perhaps vainly, agrees to their plan. 
v. 10 Daniel unguardedly prayed 3X a day facing Jerusalem, as always.  
v. 11-15 The conspirators brought Daniel before the King. 
v. 16-17 Darius was entrapped too, but he declared faith in Daniel’s God. 
v. 18 The King fasted all night for Daniel’s deliverance.  
v. 19-23 The Lord sent His angel to deliver Daniel. 
v. 24 The King put Daniel’s accusers in the lion’s den. 
v. 25-27 Now Persian King Darius gives his Testimony of  Yahweh’s Lordship. 

Danial 6:25 Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language 
in all the earth: "May you prosper greatly! 26 "I issue a decree that in every part of 
my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. "For he is the living 
God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never 
end. 27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on 
the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions." NIV 



Chapter 7 Four Animals, Courts of Heaven and the Son of Man. (553 BC) 
Note: The visions of Chapter 7 takes place before chapter 5 or 6. This is one of the most 
important chapters in the entire Bible. 

Scene I. v. 1-8 Daniel's Vision of  the Four Unidentifiable Beasts. 
• Winged Lion, not identified in the text, but traditionally Babylon. 
• Bear, not identified in the text, but traditionally Persia. 
• Leopard with four wings, not identified in the text, but traditionally Greece. 
• Unrecognizable Beast with 10 horns not identified, but traditionally Rome and 

revised Rome. 
• Little Horn, not identified in the text, but traditionally Antiochus Epiphanies / anti-

Christ. 

Daniel 7:4 The first (the Babylonian Empire under Nebuchadnezzar) was like a lion 
and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was 
lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind was 
given to it. [Dan 2:37-38] 5 And behold, another beast, a second one (the Medo-Persian 
Empire), was like a bear, and it was raised up on one side (domain), and three ribs were 
in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, 'Arise, devour much meat.' 6 After this I 
kept looking, and behold, another one (the Greek Empire of Alexander the Great), like 
a leopard, which had on its back four wings like those of a bird; the beast also had four 
heads (Alexander's generals, his successors), and power to rule was given to it. [Dan 
2:39; Dan 8:20-22] 7 After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, [I saw] a 
fourth beast (the Roman Empire), terrible and extremely strong; and it had huge iron 
teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down what was left with its feet. It was 
different from all the beasts that came before it, and it had ten horns (ten kings). [Dan 
2:40-43; Dan 7:23] Amplified Bible 

Daniel 7:8 "While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a 
little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before 
it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human being and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 
NIV 

Scene II. v. 9-10 The Ancient of  Days appears on a Throne with fiery wheels. 
Daniel 7:9  "As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his 
seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His 
throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. NIV 

Revelation 1:14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his 
eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his 
voice was like the sound of rushing waters. NIV 

See: Ezekiel 1:15-21 The wheels, the Throne of God and the Cherubim.   



v. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon 
thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court 
was seated, and the books were opened. NIV 

Revelation 20:4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given 
authority to judge....11  Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to 
what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which 
is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in 
the books. NIV 

v. 11-12 Interlude returns to Beast with little horn, who is burned. 

Scene III. v. 13-14 One like a Son of  Man is brought before the Ancient of  Days. 
Dan 7:13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 
man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was 
led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations 
and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. NIV 

• Son of Man, not identified in the text, but traditionally is understood to be the 
Messiah. Jesus is identified 86 times as the “Son of Man” in the NT 

• v. 14 says that He is to be given “a Kingdom.” This Kingdom is what Jesus preached. 

Scene IV. v. 15-27 Daniel gets explanations and views of  what he just saw. 

 v. 15-18 Danial asks and gets an angelic explanation.  
Dan 7:18 But the saints/holy people of the most High shall take the kingdom, 
and possess the kingdom forever, even for ever and ever. KJV 

v. 19-20 Danial wanted more information about the 4th Beast. 
Daniel 7:19 "Then I wanted to know the meaning of the fourth beast, which 
was different from all the others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and 
bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and trampled 
underfoot whatever was left. 20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on 
its head and about the other horn that came up, before which three of them 
fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the others and that had eyes and a 
mouth that spoke boastfully. NIV 



v. 21-22 The little horn was defeating the Saints until God pronounced 
judgement in their favor. 

Daniel 7:21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against the holy people 
(Saints) and defeating them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came and 
pronounced judgment in favor of the holy people of the Most High, and the 
time came when they possessed the kingdom. NIV 

v. 23-27 Danial gets one more explanation of  the Court’s verdict. 
Daniel 7:23 "He gave me this explanation: 'The fourth beast is a fourth 
kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from all the other 
kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 24 
The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them 
another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three 
kings. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and 
try to change the set times and the laws. The holy people (Saints) will be 
delivered into his hands for a time, times and half a time. NIV 

Daniel 7:26 "'But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and 
completely destroyed forever. 27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness 
of all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed over to the holy people 
(Saints) of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all 
rulers will worship and obey him.' NIV 

Several Pictures of the Same Event from Daniel concerning Saints: 

OT:6918 qadowsh (kaw-doshe'); or qadosh (kaw-doshe'), an angel, a saint, a sanctuary: KJV - 
holy (One), saint. Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. 

Dan 7:18 But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for 
ever, even for ever and ever.  KJV 

Dan 7:21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; 22 
Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints  of the most High; and the 
time came that the saints  possessed the kingdom. KJV 

Dan 7:25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of 
the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a 
time and times and the dividing of time. 26 But the judgment shall sit, (“the court will sit” 
NIV),  and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 27 And 
the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints  of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and all dominions shall serve and obey him. KJV 



Chapter 7 continues, The Courts of Heaven and the Saints/Holy Ones 
v. 9 Thrones were put in place for the Ancient of  Days and others. 
v. 10 The Court was seated and the books of  record were opened. 
v. 11-12 The Court took Authority from the 4 Beasts (who represent 
earthly kingdoms), burning one and extending the lives of  3. 
v. 13 One like a son of  Man is brought before the Court. 
v. 14 The Court awards Him with an Everlasting Kingdom. 
v. 17-18 Reviews the Court taking authority from the 4 beasts and awards 
their authority to the Saints. 
v. 21-22 The Court rules against the 4 beasts in favor of  the Saints, 
awarding the Kingdom to the Saints. 
v. 23-27 The Beasts will oppose the Saints until the Court rules in their 
favor, awarding them the Everlasting Kingdom. 

Note: The Aramaic ends here in 7:28 and the following chapters are in Hebrew.  

Dan 7:1 “in the first year of Belshazer” (Daniel heard this in 552 BC) 

Dan 7:24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall 
rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 
25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 
most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a 
time and times and the dividing of time.  KJV 

• Time, Times and ½ = 2.5 not 3.5  
• Time, Times and ½ = 2500 years NOT 3 ½ years or 3500 years. 
• The Israel was under the control of Gentiles from 552 until 1948 
• From 552 BC until 1948 is 2500 years 
• The “saints” in Daniel’s day were Jews, NOT THE CHURCH 

Chapter 8 The Ram, the Goat and the Little Horn. 
v. 1-2 Daniel received another vision at Shushan two years later. 
v. 3-12 The vision is about a ram and goat fighting. 
v. 13-14 Two saints discuss sacrifices in the Temple. 
v. 15-26 Gabriel comes and gives Daniel an interpretation of  the vision.  

Note: Daniel is told he is being shown things that will occur later “in the time of  
wrath” concerning Medes-Persian and Greek kings. 

Daniel 8:19 He said: "I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of 
wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end. 20 The two-horned 
ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 21 The shaggy goat is the 
king of Greece, and the large horn between its eyes is the first king. NIV 



Note:The vision is for the distant future. 
Daniel 8:26"The vision of the evenings and the mornings Which has been told [to you] 
is true. But keep the vision a secret, For it has to do with many days in the now distant 
future." AMP 

Vision of the Ram and the Shaggy Goat. (549 BC) 
• Daniel has a vision of a Ram and a Goat fighting 
• Gabriel identifies the Ram as Persia and the Goat as Greece (8:20 & 21) 
• Two horns of Ram identified in the text as two kings of Media and Persia. 
• Goat’s one horn identified in the text as first Greek king. 
• Gabriel says that the vision is about “the time of wrath.” 
• Gabriel specifically says it is about the distant future.  
• Daniel said, “I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding.“






