
Daniel 1 - 6 

Traditional Author: Daniel.          Approximate Time of Writing: 530 B.C. 

General Content: Historical Narrative and Prophecy. Daniel was taken to Babylon among 
the first wave of captives about 605 BC. Daniel not only prophesied for some 50-70 plus years, 
but he was put into positions of very high governmental authority in the administrations of 
Babylon, the Medes and Persians.  He influenced the kings and kingdoms of Israel’s captors for 
the purposes of their God.  He became Nebuchadnezzar’s chief advisor and he interpreted the 
future of that nation and many other nations that were not yet born.  Daniel saw future events and 
the destiny of coming kingdoms with a scope and clarity that is unequaled in the rest of the 
writing prophets.  He foretold the coming of one like “the Son of Man” (Dan 7:13) and saw 
resurrection of the dead and the day of judgment.  He is also one of the Bible’s greatest examples 
of an intercessor. (Dan 9). Daniel’s prophetic ministry may have been the longest of the writing 
prophets. He was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Ezekiel and he’s mentioned 3X in Ezekiel.  

General Notes on Daniel: 
1) Daniel was taken to Babylon after the fall of Jerusalem,  probably as a teenager.  
2) Stayed for approximately 70 years under Babylonians and Medo-Persian Kingdoms. 
3) Daniel 2:4-7:28 are written in Aramaic. 
4) Much of what Danial saw is for the future / see Dan  8:17 and 12:4 &9. 
5) There are a number of testimonies from “pagan” kings or rulers. 
6) Ezekiel mentioned his contemporary Daniel. (Eze 14:14, 14:20 and 28:3) 
7) Danial mentioned the prophecy of his contemporary Jeremiah. (Dan 9:2) 

Background: See 2 Kings 24:1-14. 

Chapter 1 Daniel is taken to Babylon. (606-605 BC) 
v. 3 Daniel was from the young nobility of  Israel taken by Nebuchadnezzar.  
v. 4 All of  these particular captives were being educated to serve the King. 
v. 5-6 He was chosen, along with his three friends, for three years of  preparation. 

Daniel 1:6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, 
Abednego. NIV 

v. 8 Daniel and friends refused the King’s food out of  devotion to Yahweh. 
v. 9-16 He is granted a vegetarian diet on a trial basis and thrives. 
v. 17 First mention of  God granting Danial understanding in dreams and visions. 
v. 18 At the end of  3 years Daniel and friends are brought into the King’s service. 

Chapter 2 Nebuchadnezzar” Dream of a great image. (605 BC?) 
v. 1-3 The King had a disconcerting dream and wanted to know its meaning. 



v. 4 In this verse the language shifts from Hebrew to Aramaic until Dan. 7:28. 
v. 4-6 Under the threat of  death, the King demanded that the wise men both tell 
what the actual dream was about and the interpretation of  what it meant. 
v. 7-9 They begged him to first tell them the dream, but he absolutely refused.  
v. 10-11 The wise men told the King no man on earth could do what he asked. 
v. 12-13 The king then decreed that all of  the wise men in Babylon should die. 
v. 14-18 Daniel requested and was granted a temporary reprieve to seek God. 
v. 19 The Lord revealed the dream to Danial in a vision.  
v. 23 Prayer of  thanksgiving to God for revealing the dream and it’s meaning. 

Daniel 2:27 Daniel answered before the king, and said: 'The secret which the king hath 
asked can neither wise men, enchanters, magicians, nor astrologers, declare unto the 
king; 28 but there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and He hath made known to 
king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the end of days. ('achărı̂yth)Thy dream, and the 
visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these: JPS 

v. 31-35 The dream and it’s details.  
v. 36-45 The dream’s interpretation.   
v. 37-38 Daniel said definitively that the head of  gold was Nebuchadnezzar. 

• Head of Gold, which is identified as Nebuchadnezzar/Babylon in the text. 
• Chest & Arms of Silver; not identified in the text, but traditionally Medio-Persian 

empire. 
• Belly & Thighs of Bronze, not identified in the text, but traditionally Greece. 
• Legs and Feet of Iron, not identified in the text, but traditionally Rome. 
• Toes of Iron and Clay, not identified in the text, but traditionally a revised Rome. 
• Great Stone that destroyed the Statue; identified in the text as the Kingdom of God 

that will replace all other kingdoms on earth.  Traditionally, Jesus Christ as the Rock. 
• Note: Daniel said these represent what shall be in the end of days. ('achărı̂yth) 

v. 44-45 The Rock cut without human hands seems to represent Jesus. 
Revelation 11:15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in 
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. KJV 

v. 46-49 Nebuchadnezzar’s 1st Testimony and Daniel’s promotion. 
Daniel 2:47 The king said to Daniel, "Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord 
of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery." 48 Then 
the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him 
ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 

Chapter 3 The Fiery Furnace. ( 585 BC?) 
v. 1 Nebuchadnezzar made a 90’ gold statue, representing his chapter 2 dream? 
v. 2-3 He invited all of  his assorted government officials to the dedication. 
v. 4-8 A decree is issued that everyone must worship the image of  gold, under 
penalty of  death in a fiery Furnace.  
v. 8-12 Certain Babylonians accused Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego of  
disobedience to the King’s decree. 
v. 13-15 An enraged Nebuchadnezzar called for them to obey. 



v. 16 The Complete Jewish Bible gives their response as, “Your question doesn't 
require an answer from us.” 
v. 17-18 Three aspects to their response: 

1. Our God is able to deliver us. 
2. Our God will deliver us. 
3. But, even if  He doesn’t deliver us, we will not bow to your image of  gold. 

v. 19-23 Nebuchadnezzar had them bound and thrown into the furnace.  
v. 24-25 Nebuchadnezzar saw a 4th man in the fire who looked like a deity. 
v. 26-29 The King gives a 2nd Testimony about Yahweh, their Most High God. 

Chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar and the Watcher/Holy Ones. (565 BC) 
v. 1-3 This amazing chapter is in the form of  a letter of  Nebuchadnezzar’s 3rd 
Testimony that begins with him issuing a royal decree praising God. 
v. 4-6 Nebuchadnezzar has another dream and again seeks interpretation. 
v. 10-18 He explains his dream to Daniel. 

Dan 4:13 “As I was lying in my bed, I also saw in the visions of my mind an observer, 
a holy one, coming down from heaven. 14 He called out loudly: Cut down the tree and 
chop off its branches; strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from 
under it, and the birds from its branches. 15 But leave the stump with its roots in the 
ground, and with a band of iron and bronze around it, in the tender grass of the field. Let 
him be drenched with dew from the sky and share the plants of the earth with the 
animals. 16 Let his mind be changed from that of a man, and let him be given the mind 
of an animal for seven periods of time. 17 This word is by decree of the observers; the 
matter is a command from the holy ones. This is so the living will know that the 
Most High is ruler over the kingdom of men. He gives it to anyone He wants and sets 
the lowliest of men over it. Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) 

v. 17 This Judgement came so the king would acknowledge the God of  Heaven. 
Dan 4:17 This sentence is by the decree of the [heavenly] watchers and the decision 
is by the word of the holy ones, to the intent...     AMP 

v. 19 Daniel is appalled by the dream and it’s meaning. 
v. 20-27 Daniel’s Interpretation. 

Daniel 4:23 “The king saw an observer, a holy one, coming down from heaven and 
saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump with its roots in the ground 
and with a band of iron and bronze around it, in the tender grass of the field. Let him be 
drenched with dew from the sky, and share food with the wild animals for seven periods 
of time.' HCSB 

1. The Tree represents Nebuchadnezzar. 
2. The Holy Ones delivered their verdict that he must recognize God’s rule. 
3. They shall drive Nebuchadnezzar insane for his pride, until he repents. 

v. 28-33 It all came to pass just as Daniel predicted.  
v. 34-37 Nebuchadnezzar then glorified God and recognized His authority. 

Daniel 4:37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, 
because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in 
pride he is able to humble. NIV 



Chapter 5 Belshazzar and the Hand Writing on the Wall. (539 BC) 
v. 1-4 Drunks feasting and drinking from Yahweh’s sacred vessels. 
v. 5 A supernatural hand appears before King Belshazzar and writes on the wall. 
v. 6-9 The king calls for wise men to interpret the meaning, but they cannot.  
v. 10-12 The Queen remembered Danial and recommended him. 

Daniel 5:11 There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in 
him. In the time of your father he was found to have insight and intelligence and wisdom 
like that of the gods. Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him chief of the 
magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners. 12 He did this because Daniel, whom 
the king called Belteshazzar, was found to have a keen mind and knowledge and 
understanding, and also the ability to interpret dreams, explain riddles and solve difficult 
problems. Call for Daniel, and he will tell you what the writing means." NIV 

v. 13-14 The King had heard that the Spirit of  God was in Daniel. Amen! 
v. 15-16 The King offered Daniel the 3rd most powerful position in his kingdom. 
v. 17-24 Daniel rebuked the King for his pride and refused his gifts, but agreed to 
interpret the meaning of  the hand and it’s writing.  
v. 25-28 “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN“ is traditionally translated from Aramaic 
as, “numbered, numbered, weighed and divided,” but there is disagreement. 

Note: This is where we get the colloquial phrase “the writing on the wall”. 
v. 30-31 That same night Babylon was defeated and Belshazzar was slain. 

Note: Babylon was considered impregnable. It’s walls were 87 feet thick and 350’ high. 
It was reputedly breached by the Persian army going under the wall through a 
temporarily damed water source, on the same night of this chapter. 

Chapter 6 Daniel in the Lion’s Den. (approximately 539 BC) 
v. 1-3 The Medeo-Persian King Darius makes Danial a top government official.  
v. 4-8 Other jealous officials plotted Danial’s destruction in the lion’s den. 
v. 9 Darius unwittingly, perhaps vainly, agrees to their plan. 
v. 10 Daniel unguardedly prayed 3X a day facing Jerusalem, as always.  
v. 11-15 The conspirators brought Daniel before the King. 
v. 16-17 Darius was entrapped too, but he declared faith in Daniel’s God. 
v. 18 The King fasted all night for Daniel’s deliverance.  
v. 19-23 The Lord sent His angel to deliver Daniel. 
v. 24 The King put Daniel’s accusers in the lion’s den. 
v. 25-27 Now Persian King Darius gives his Testimony of  Yahweh’s Lordship. 

Danial 6:25 Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language 
in all the earth: "May you prosper greatly! 26 "I issue a decree that in every part of 
my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. "For he is the living 
God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never 
end. 27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on 
the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions." NIV


