


1 & 2 Kings 

Traditional Author: Unknown, but believed to have been compiled by Jeremiah. 

Approximate Time of Writing: 550 B.C., but spans the period 970-571 B.C. 

Special Note: Several of the most important events in Israel’s History occur during the time span 
covered in the books of 1 & 2 Kings and 1 & 2 Chronicles. Israel was divided into the Southern 
Kingdom, known as Judah and the Northern Kingdom, known as Israel, after the death of King 
Solomon. The Northern Kingdom of Israel was conquered by the Assyrian Empire about 722 BC. The 
Northern Kingdom of Judah was late conquered by the Babylonian Empire about 586 BC. These were 
major prophetic events that held tremendous significance. 

General Content: Historical Narrative.  Records the various kings of Judah and Israel from the time 
of David until the fall of the Southern Kingdom and Jerusalem in 586 BC and the rule of Nebuchadnezzar. 
The Books of Kings contain 47 chapters (I, 22 chs; II, 25 chs), and cover the period from the conspiracy of 
Adonijah and the accession of Solomon (970 BC) to the liberation of Jehoiachin after the beginning of the 
Exile (561 BC). 

Unusual Features: All of Israel's Kings are introduced and used in teaching great spiritual lessons. 
Much of the content concerning the kings is repeated in 1 and 2 Chronicles. Contains most of the details 
on the life of Elijah and his disciple, Elisha. 

Key Verses: 

1 Kings 1:39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. Then they 
sounded the trumpet and all the people shouted, "Long live King Solomon!" NIV 

1 Kings 3:5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for 
whatever you want me to give you." NIV 

1 Kings 11:11  Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast 
not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from 
thee, and will give it to thy servant. KJV 

1 Kings 12:28  Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is 
too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land 
of Egypt. 29  And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. KJV 

1 Kings 17:1  And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD 
God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my 
word. KJV 

I Kings 18:24  And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the 
God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. KJV 

2 Kings 1:8  And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his 
loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. KJV




