
Introduction to 1 & 2 Corinthians 

Author: The Traditional Author is The Apostle Paul. 

Date: Probably 53-55AD 

Original Recipients: Primarily Gentile believers in Jesus as Messiah. 

Type of Literature: Historical Narrative 

Content: These letters contain spiritual instructions for a new church in its infancy. Paul deals 
with errors and dissensions and the proper use of Spiritual Gifts. 

Background: The city of Corinth was built by Julius Caesar. It was considered to be the leading 
City of Greece. It was well known for the Temple of Aphrodite and its affiliated sex cult. 
Drunkenness and Immorality were rampant, like Sodom and Gomorrah. The Church was 
founded on Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey (49-52AD). 

Acts 18:1  After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named 
Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, 
because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome...9 One night the Lord spoke to 
Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I am with 
you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this 
city." 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of 
God.  1

Unusual Features: Paul is believed to have written 4 letters to the Corinthians. Two letters are 
now lost or have been partially absorbed in the remaining two. 

1 Cor 5:9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 
10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and 
swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am 
writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or 
sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. 
Do not even eat with such people.  

2 Cor 2:3 I wrote as I did, so that when I came I would not be distressed by those who 
should have made me rejoice. I had confidence in all of you, that you would all share my 
joy. 4 For I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, 
not to grieve you but to let you know the depth of my love for you. 

 All scripture is quoted from the NIV unless clearly marked with standard abbreviations.1



1 Corinthians 1  Don’t allow division of the Lord’s Church. (31 verses) 
1) Paul’s Apostolic greetings alway emphasizes the name of  Jesus. 

v. 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and 
called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours: 3 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

2) Spiritual gifts and their proper use are emphasized throughout the letter. 
v. 4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For 
in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all 
knowledge— 6 God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore 
you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 
revealed.  

3) The Day of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 
v. 8 He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4) This letter is dealing with errors and dissensions. 
v. 9 God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, 
some from Chloe's household have informed me that there are quarrels among you.  

5) Christ is not divided into denominations or factions. 
v. 12  What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; 
another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ." 13 Is Christ divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you? 

6) Apparently Paul didn’t major on water Baptism. 
v. 14  I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no 
one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household 
of Stephanas; beyond that, I don't remember if I baptized anyone else.) 

7)  One of  key verses for the entire NT is 1 Corinthians 1:18.  
v. 17  For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom 
and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 18 For the message of 
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God.  



8) Greco-Roman culture valued wisdom and knowledge above all else. 
v. 19  For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the 
intelligent I will frustrate." 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? 
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not 
know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those 
who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach 
Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God.  

9) Christ/Messiah was not expected to be crucified, but it was God’s wisdom. 
v. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than human strength. 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were 
when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many 
were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the 
things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 
30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 
from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is 
written: "Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord."  

1 Corinthians 2 The mystery of the Gospel. (16 verses) 
1) Paul’s Ministry Focus is Jesus and Paul’s life is focused on Jesus. 

v. 1 When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I 
proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I 
was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness with 
great fear and trembling.  

2) The supernatural reality of  God establishes us, not religious intellectualism. 
v. 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit's power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human 
wisdom, but on God's power.  

Story: Young Life, July 20, 1971 

3) The mystery and wisdom in Jesus was revealed through His sacrificial death. 
v. 6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we 
declare God's wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our 



glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they 
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  

4) Paul tells a bit about our eternal life in the Holy Spirit. 
v. 9 However, as it is written: "What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and 
what no human mind has conceived"— the things God has prepared for those who 
love him— 10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit 
searches all things, even the deep things of God. 

5) The  Holy Spirit of  God conveys the Lord’s thoughts.  
v. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the 
same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we 
have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that 
we may understand what God has freely given us.  

6) Spiritual truths cannot be explained intellectually.   
v. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words 
taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. 14 The 
person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but 
considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only 
through the Spirit.  

7) There are things we must judge, even in other people’s lives. 
v. 15 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person 
is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 for, "Who has known the mind of the Lord 
so as to instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.  

1 Corinthians 3 We are growing into the image of Jesus. (23 vs) 
1) Spiritual maturity versus worldly immaturity.  

v. 1 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as 
people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid 
food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.  

2) Examples of  worldliness and spiritual immaturity. 
v. 3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are 
you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one says, "I 
follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere human beings? 5 
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task.  

3) We are all co-workers and not competitors, in God’s work.  
v. 6  I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So 
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 



things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they 
will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9  For we are co-workers in God's 
service; you are God's field, God's building.  

4) A wise Master Builder. 
v. 10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder (gk 
architektōn), and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care.  

 Story: Blueprints of  Heaven Vision 

5) Everyone builds on the unchanging foundation of  Jesus Christ. 
v. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 12  If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, 
hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 
light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person's work. 
14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, 
the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping 
through the flames. 

6) You are God’s Temple.  
v. 16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells 
in your midst?  17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God's temple is sacred, and you together are that temple. 18 Do not deceive yourselves. 
If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should become "fools" 
so that you may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's 
sight. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness"; 20 and again, "The Lord 
knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile." 

7) So, no more boasting about where you go to Church. 
v. 21 So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, 22 whether 
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all 
are yours, 23 and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.  

1 Corinthians 4 (21 verses) 
1) Christian leaders are Servants of  Jesus who are entrusted with mysteries. 

v. 1 This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those 
entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed. (not as leaders of factions) 

2) Jesus is the only judge that matters. 
v. 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 3 I 
care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even 
judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the 
Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until 



the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the 
motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their praise from God. 

3) Don’t go beyond what is written.  
v. 6 Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your 
benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, "Do not go beyond 
what is written." Then you will not be puffed up in being a follower of one of us over 
against the other. 7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have 
that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did 
not? 8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have begun 
to reign—and that without us! How I wish that you really had begun to reign so that we 
also might reign with you! 

4) True Apostolic Ministry is described using a bit of  sarcasm. 
v. 9 For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the 
procession, like those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle 
to the whole universe, to angels as well as to human beings. 10 We are fools for 
Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, 
we are dishonored! 11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are 
brutally treated, we are homeless. 12 We work hard with our own hands. When we are 
cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are slandered, we 
answer kindly. We have become the scum of the earth, the garbage of the world—
right up to this moment.  

5) The example of  Paul’s life is recommended to us. 
v. 14 I am writing this not to shame you but to warn you as my dear children. 15 
Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in 
Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate 
me. 17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful 
in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with 
what I teach everywhere in every church.  

6) The Kingdom of  God comes with power. 
v. 18 Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. 19 But I will 
come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how these 
arrogant people are talking, but what power they have. 20 For the kingdom of God is 
not a matter of talk but of power. 21 What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a 
rod of discipline, or shall I come in love and with a gentle spirit? 


